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Abstract 

 

 A novel plastic scintillator, referred to as J-PET scintillator, has been developed for 

the application in the digital positron emission tomography (PET). The novelty of the 

concept lies in application of the 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole as a wavelength shifter. 

To date, the chemical compound has not been used as scintillator additive. A role of 

wavelength shifter is to shift the scintillation spectrum towards longer wavelengths making 

it more suitable for applications in scintillators of long strips geometry because of larger 

attenuation length, and light detection with digital silicon photomultipliers.  

 In the thesis method of scintillators development and characterization of their 

properties are presented as well as synthesis method of the novel wavelength shifter. The 

optimal concentration of the novel wavelength shifter was established by maximizing the 

light output. Performance of scintillator, considering light emission spectrum, light 

emission efficiency, rising and decay times of the scintillation pulses were analyzed and 

compared to state of the art commercially available plastic scintillators. Structure of J-PET 

scintillators was studied and discussed.  
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Streszczenie 

  

 W niniejszej pracy zostağa przedstawiona charakterystyka nowatorskiego 

scyntylatora J-PET. Docelowo scyntylator zastosowany bňdzie w cyfrowej pozytonowej 

tomografii emisyjnej (PET). InnowacyjnoŜĺ scyntylatora polega na zastosowaniu  

2-(4-styrylofenylo)benzoksazolu jako przesuwacza dğugoŜci fali. Do tej pory ten zwiŃzek 

chemiczny nie byğ stosowany jako dodatek scyntylacyjny. Jego zadaniem jest przesuniňcie 

widma emisji w kierunku dğuŨszych fal. Dziňki temu moŨliwa jest efektywna detekcja 

Ŝwiatğa scyntylacyjnego przez fotopowielacze krzemowe. Ponadto, przesuniňcie widma 

emisji w kierunku dğuŨszych fal pozwala na zastosowanie  

2-(4-styrylofenylo)benzoksazolu w dğugich paskach scyntylator·w ze wzglňdu na wiňkszŃ 

drogň tğumienia. 

 W niniejszej pracy zostağa przedstawiona metoda wytwarzania nowatorskich 

scyntylator·w polimerowych oraz ich wğaŜciwoŜci, a takŨe metoda syntezy nowego 

przesuwacza dğugoŜci fali. Zostağo zoptymalizowane stňŨenie  

2-(4-styrylofenylo)benzoksazolu umoŨliwiajŃce osiŃgniňcie maksymalnej wydajnoŜci 

Ŝwietlnej. Dziağanie scyntylatora zostağo scharakteryzowane biorŃc pod uwagň widmo 

emisji, wydajnoŜĺ ŜwietlnŃ oraz czasy narastania i zaniku impuls·w Ŝwietlnych. WartoŜci 

poszczeg·lnych parametr·w zostağy por·wnane z odpowiednimi parametrami najlepszych 

scyntylator·w komercyjnych. Przedmiotem badaŒ opisanych w pracy jest r·wnieŨ 

struktura scyntylator·w J-PET. 
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1. Introduction  

 

 Positron Emission Tomography (PET) has been a research tool for about fifty 

years. Nowadays, it is well known mainly from the application to clinical medicine. This 

technique enables quantitative, three-dimensional images for the study of physiological 

and biochemical processes occurring in the human body.   

 PET scanners are valuable diagnostic devices because of the ability of cancer 

detection even in its early stages, what allows to take an immediate treatment increasing 

the chances of the patient for the recovery. That also enables adjustment of  the proper 

therapy and judge of its effectiveness. PET is used for diagnosis of many other diseases, 

like Alzheimer, Parkinson, cardiology, neurological and gastrological diseases.  

 At the Jagiellonian University, a novel PET scanner has been designed and built. 

The device is called J-PET (Jagiellonian PET). The main difference between J-PET and 

conventional PET scanners is utilization of long plastic scintillators strips instead of small 

inorganic crystals. Scintillators are the key part of tomography scanners.  They enable 

detection of ionizing radiation which is emitted from the patient during the examination.  

In the PET technique a patient is administered radiopharmaceuticals emitting positrons. 

During annihilation of incident positrons with electrons from human body, gamma quanta 

are created. They interact with the scintillating material and as a result light pulses are 

produced. The light is subsequently detected by photomultipliers connected to scintillators. 

Plastic scintillators utilized in J-PET device decreases costs of the scanner significantly and 

open perspectives for examination of a large part of human body during one scan.  

 J-PET technology also opens perspective for the simultaneous PET and Magnetic 

Resonance Imaging (PET/MRI) and for the construction of PET inserts which may be 

adapted to nowadays MR scanners held by hospitals.  Such hybrid device, J-PET/MR 

scanner will enable simultaneous anatomical and functional imaging. However several 

changes should be made in the first J-PET prototype to be MR compatible, e.g. it is 

essential to exchange traditional vacuum photomultipliers to digital silicon photodetectors.  

 Proper scintillators need to be adjusted to the hybrid J-PET/MR scanner. They 

should be characterized by several parameters: high light output, long attenuation length 

and their emission spectra should fit quantum efficiency of silicon photomultipliers. Light 

output characterizes the light emission efficiency of scintillators. Long attenuation length 
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of light in the scintillating material is important especially for J-PET/MRI because of the 

requirement of application of long scintillator strips, through which light needs to be 

transferred effectively. 

 The aim of the dissertation was development of novel plastic scintillators to  

J-PET/MR scanner and characterization of their properties.  

 The thesis which will be proved is as follows:  in laboratory condition it is possible 

to obtain plastic scintillator characterized by high light output, weak light absorption in the 

material and with emission spectrum matched to quantum efficiency of silicon 

photomultipliers. 

 This thesis concentrates on development of novel plastic scintillator, referred to as 

J-PET scintillator, and characterization of its properties. The manuscript is organized in the 

following way: 

¶ Chapter 2 outlines theoretical motivation for conducted investigations and 

introduces novel J-PET concept. 

¶ Chapter 3 comprises explanation of scintillation mechanism and includes 

description of state of the art plastic scintillator offered by worldwide companies. 

Current application of novel scintillating dopant is described as well. 

¶ In Chapter 4, experimental methods are shortly described. 

¶ Further on, in Chapter 5, three chemical compounds, tested as wavelength shifter, 

as well as their synthesis schemes are described. Plastic scintillators containing 

novel dopants were prepared and preliminary results of their performance are 

presented. Scintillators with 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole, acted at most 

efficiently and were a subject of research presented in next chapters.   

¶ Chapter 6 includes detailed information about bulk polymerization process, which 

is used for development of J-PET plastic scintillators. 

¶ In Chapter 7, optical, spectral and timing properties of novel plastic scintillators are 

described. Optical adjustment of particular components of scintillators, regarding 

their emission and absorption spectra are discussed. The most important parameter 

characterizing scintillators performance: the light output was determined and 

evaluated with respect to commercially available scintillators. Timing properties of 

J-PET scintillators  and comparison to commercial scintillators in view of 

application in the J-PET system are shown.   
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¶ In Chapter 8, structure of J-PET scintillators were analyzed. Molecular weight was 

estimated, proving assurance of maximal light output considering polymer structure 

impact. Further on, investigations of scintillators structure with Positron 

Annihilation Lifetime Spectroscopy (PALS) and Differential Scanning Calorimetry 

(DSC) were presented and compared. 

¶ Chapter 9 comprises description of development of plastic scintillator strips with 

large dimensions. 

¶ In Chapter 10, summary and final conclusions followed by perspectives of further 

researches are presented. 

 

2. Positron Emission Tomography  

   

 In PET scanners used nowadays in hospitals the ring of inorganic crystal 

scintillators plays a role of detector. In the examination with PET, the patient is 

administered pharmaceutical marker (e.g. 18-fluorodeoxyglucose - FDG) labeled with the 

radioactive isotope decaying by the emission of positron (ɓ
+
) [1] [2]. The positron 

annihilates with an electron from the body of patient. As a result of annihilation, the mass 

of the positron and electron is converted predominantly into two gamma quanta with 

energy 511 keV each, emitted in opposite directions. This phenomenon is a basis of the 

PET image reconstruction. Hit positions of both gamma quanta on scintillator ring is 

determined and the line of response (LOR) can be marked. Intersection of many lines of 

response allows to determine the annihilation point. A scheme of annihilation and PET 

scanner is shown in Fig 1. 
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Figure 1 The scheme of positron - electron annihilation (left) and PET scanner (right). Figure is adapted from [3]. 

   

 From the PET image, the tracer distribution in the human body can be 

quantitatively determined. The diagnostics is based on different rate of FDG consumption 

in different parts of the body. Cancer or diseased cells have larger metabolism of glucose 

in comparison to healthy tissues. This regions are clearly visible on the PET  

image [1] [3] [4] [5]. 

 Scanners of positron emission tomography based on inorganic crystals are very 

expensive, mainly because of high price of the scintillators. In Tab. 1 prices per 1 cm
3
 of 

three inorganic scintillators that may be used in nowadays PET scanners are given. 

 

Table 1 Prices of inorganic scintillators possible to use in PET [6]. 

Scintillator  Price per 1 cm
3 

BGO $35 

LSO:Ce $60 

LYSO:Ce $70 

 

 Current diagnostic chambers of PET scanners consist of a ring containing a large 

amount of inorganic scintillators in the form of small size rectangular blocks. PET scanners 

e.g. produced by GE Healthcare, are built of about 12,000 of BGO inorganic crystals,  

0.9 cm
3
 each. So there is a need of spending even more than $350,000 on scintillators, not 

including electronics or other elements of the tomography scanner. That makes the price of 

conventional PET scanners, and what is more, the price of single tomography scan 

extremely high [1]. Thus  diagnostics using nowadays positron emission tomography is 

beyond the reach of many countries in the world. 
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2.1. Jagiellonian PET: J-PET 

  

 Due to the growing demand for Positron Emission Tomography scanners, which in 

Poland and other countries is still insufficient, an innovative method for the construction of 

these devices was developed [7] [8] [9] [10] [11]. Expensive inorganic scintillators were 

replaced by low-cost plastic scintillators. 1 cm
3
 of plastic scintillator costs approximately 

$1. Usage of plastic scintillators instead of inorganic ones decreases price of the whole 

scanner significantly.   

 So far plastic scintillators have not been investigated as detectors of gamma quanta 

in PET scanners because of much lower detection efficiency comparing to inorganic 

crystals and negligible probability of photoelectric effect. Gamma quanta interact with low 

atomic number elements, which plastic scintillators are made of, predominantly via 

Compton effect. That leads to continuous charge spectra. In addition, efficiency of gamma 

quanta detection is much lower than in inorganic crystals. This disadvantage can be 

compensated by very good timing properties of plastic scinitillators and by the large size of 

the diagnostic chamber. 

 In Table 2 selected parameters describing properties of BC (Saint Gobain) and  

EJ (Eljen Technology) plastic scintillators and four inorganic crystals (BGO, GSO, LSO 

and LYSO) that are used in traditional PET scanner are given. Light outputs of LSO or 

LYSO crystals are much higher in comparison to plastic scintillators. However, attenuation 

length in plastic scintillator is longer than in crystals. Because plastic scintillators can be 

produced in any shapes and sizes, longer attenuation length makes possibility to design and 

manufacture long scintillator strips in which the light will be transferred effectively even at 

large distances. This in turn enables to construct PET scanner basing on long scintillator 

strips with large field of view. In such scanner imaging of whole patient body or its large 

part will be possible. 

 

 

 



 

 
10 

 

Table 2 Selected parameters of plastic scintillators offered by Saint Gobain (BC) and Eljen Technology (EJ) [12] 

[13] [14] [15] and inorganic crystal scintillators used in commercial PET solutions [16] [17]. 

Scintillator  Light output 

[photons/MeV] 

Light 

attenuation 

length [cm] 

Decay time 

[ns] 

Density 

[g/cm
3
] 

BC-400 10000 250 2.4 1.032 

BC-404 10880 160 1.8 1.032 

BC-408 10240 380 2.1 1.032 

BC-420 10240 110 1.5 1.032 

EJ-230 10240 120 1.5 1.023 

EJ-204 10880 160 1.8 1.023 

EJ-212 10000 250 2.4 1.023 

BGO 6000 22.8 300 7.13 

GSO 10000 22.2 50 6.71 

LSO 29000 20.9 40 7.40 

LYSO 18000 20.9 40 - 44 7.30 

 

 Decay time of light pulses in plastic scintillators are tens times shorter than in 

inorganic crystals. To take full advantage of fast signals, a novel front-end electronics [18], 

methods of image reconstruction [19] and data acquisition [20] were developed. The 

concept of low-price PET scanner and novel solutions related with its realization are the 

subject of 17 patents and patent applications by members of the  

J-PET Collaboration [7] [8].   

 Scheme of the simplest detection unit of J-PET system capable to register 

annihilation gamma quanta is shown in Fig. 2. To each plastic scintillator strip 

photomultipliers (PM) are connected at both ends. They play a role of converters of light 

into electric signals. Presently, Hamamatsu vacuum photomultipliers are utilized [21]. 

Times of the light signals arrivals to both photomultipliers of each pair (PM 1 - PM 2 and 

PM 3 - PM 4) are measured. From the difference between times of arrivals to the ends of 

strip, gamma quantum hit position can be determined and the point of annihilation along 

the line of response (LOR) can be calculated.  
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Figure 2 Scheme of the simplest unit of J-PET scanner. PM denotes photomultiplier. 

 

 First prototype of J-PET scanner has been already built. Presently it consists of 192 

plastic scintillator strips, each 50 cm long. Thus the axial field of view of the J-PET 

prototype is equal to 50 cm and is few times larger compared to the presently available 

PET scanners based on crystal scintillators [22]. 

 In J-PET scanner scintillators are wrapped into reflective and black foils, what 

improves the effectiveness of light detection and ensures light-tightness. The novel scanner 

has a potential of imaging large parts of human body simultaneously. Photographs of  

J-PET scanner prototype are shown in Fig. 3.  

 

 

 

Figure 3 A front (left) and side (right) view of J-PET scanner prototype [23]. Scintillators wrapped in the black 

foil are placed in the middle. At their both ends vacuum photomultipliers are connected. Photomultipliers are 

placed inside lightproof  aluminum housings. 
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2.2. Concept of novel J-PET/MR scanner  

  

 J-PET opens new possibilities in the field of diagnostics: allowing e.g. the 

simultaneous examination of the patient using two well established diagnostic methods: 

Positron Emission Tomography and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI). Inventions 

based on this solution are subjects of patent applications [24] [25] [26].  

 Nowadays, hybrid PET/MR imaging devices are available, allowing simultaneous 

diagnostics with the two techniques. Such scanners are installed in two medical centers in 

Poland. However, the scanners are extremely expensive. Presently used scanners are based 

on inorganic crystals, like in conventional PET. J-PET/MR solution will be built of plastic 

scintillator, what will make the hybrid imaging technology more achievable.  

 Combining of both devices into a single one enables metabolic and morphological 

imaging during a single examination providing better diagnosis and treatment monitoring. 

This solution helps to eliminate artifacts in tomographic images which hinder identification 

of cancerous lesions. Typically it is possible to carry out exams with this two methods 

sequentially. Patient is positioned differently in PET and MRI scanners, therefore internal 

organs may move involuntary even if the time between both scans is short. In effect, 

alignment of images acquired during such exams is complicated. 

 J-PET/MR scanner is also a space and cost saving invention. Moreover, such hybrid 

device reduces radiation dose to which the patient will be exposed by providing both: 

morphological and functional imaging at the same time [27]. Morphological resolution 

achieved with MR is high, therefore combining with PET shows better contrast in soft 

tissues e.g. brain in comparison to hybrid PET/CT examination which is presently 

available [28].  

 The novel single hybrid device allowing simultaneous examination by PET and 

MRI methods is based on the J-PET concept. It consists of single detection modules built 

of plastic scintillators to which photomultipliers are connected at both ends. Instead of 

vacuum photomultipliers utilized in the first J-PET prototype, silicon ones are used.  

 Sillicon photomultipliers (SiPMs) are not affected by the magnetic field of MR 

scanner, equal to about 1.5 - 3 Tesla typically, and they do not disturb the homogeneity of 

magnetic  field, so they can be utilized in the novel device. 
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 J-PET device will be an insert possible to use in existing MR scanners held by 

hospitals without necessity of hardware modification. What is more, combining PET and 

MRI into one device will shorten the time of examination and will have positive impact on 

patient comfort [29]. 

 

3. Scintillators and scintillation mechanism  

  

 Ionising radiation interacting with matter excites its molecules. When they return to 

the ground state, photons of the visible or near to visible light spectrum range are 

produced. This phenomenon is called scintillation. A material in which conversion of 

excitation energy into light is highly efficient is called scintillator. According to [30] [31], 

scintillator used in the radiation detectors should be characterized by several properties: 

¶ transparent at the wavelength of emitted scintillation light 

¶ high efficiency of light production 

¶ short light pulses to exclude delayed light emission 

¶ the amount of light should be proportional to the energy deposited in the material 

¶ chemical and mechanical stability  

¶ not prone to radiation damage. It was estimated that one plastic scintillator with 

dimensions of 0.7 cm x 1.9 cm x 50 cm during one year of utilization in PET 

scanners would receive a radiation dose about 0.1 kGy. According to article [32], 

this is more than one order of magnitude less than the dose causing noticable 

radiation damage in plastic scintillators.  

 

 Nowadays, scintillation detectors are one of the most popular detectors of radiation. 

Scintillators are common gamma ray, X-ray, charged and neutral particles detectors. They 

are utilized in many fields of science and industry. They are the most common detectors 

used in experiments, regarding the fundamental research in particle and nuclear physics, 

e.g. to detect particles formed during the process of artificial fusion of atomic nuclei. They 

are also used as detectors of cosmic rays and in the detectors systems installed at the Large 

Hadron Collider at the European Centre for Nuclear Research (CERN) in Geneva. 

Scintillators are widely used in astrophysics to observe emerging stars, the searches for 
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mineral resources and to ensure security at the airports. One can use them on minefields to 

help in locating the explosive materials without endangering human life. 

 Scintillators are divided into two groups: inorganic and organic. Physics of 

scintillation mechanism as well as their properties and applications are different. The main 

difference is that organic scintillators predominantly consist of low atomic number (Z) 

elements, like carbon and hydrogen, and they have relatively long attenuation length. 

Inorganic scintillators contains large fraction of elements with high Z (e.g. an effective 

atomic number of LYSO crystal is equal to 66 u [14]) and attenuation length in that type of 

scintillators is short.  

 The vast majority of inorganic scintillators are crystals. The mechanism of 

scintillation is based on electron-hole pairs production in the valence and conduction band 

during interaction with incident radiation. Light output of inorganic scintillators can be 

higher (see Table 2) in comparison to organic ones. However they are expensive and the 

process of crystal growth is difficult to carry out [33].  

 Organic scintillators are built of chemical substances including phenyl rings. They 

are found in three types: crystalline, like anthracene or stilbene, liquid, when the 

scintillator is dissolved in solvent e.g. xylene or toluene and plastic scintillators. 

Crystalline organic scintillators are expensive and vulnerable. Liquid ones are toxic and its 

utilization is inconvenient. Because of the volatility, they need to be stored in special 

containers. 

 The mechanism of luminescence in organic and inorganic crystals differs 

significantly, what is determined by their intrinsic structure. In organic crystals, molecules 

are weakly bounded in comparison to inorganic compounds. In such loose arrangement 

energetic levels are not disturbed by the environment [34].    

 This thesis concerns plastic scintillators. The scintillation mechanism of organic 

scintillators  will be exemplified for plastic scintillators in the following chapter.  
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3.1. Scintillation process  

 

 The mechanism of scintillation in plastic scintillators is fluorescence. In Fig. 4 the 

typical energy level diagram in organic scintillators is shown. 

 

Figure 4 Scheme of the singlet energy level diagram of organic scintillators [33]. 

 

 Ionising radiation, incident on the scintillator is partially absorbed and emitted via 

fluorescence. In this process, the absorbed energy is instantaneously converted to the 

emitted energy - the decay time in organic scintillators is equal to 10
-10

 - 10
-7

 s. 

Fluorescence bands are placed within larger wavelengths in comparison to the incident 

radiation because emission transition occurs after releasing a part of oscillation energy to 

the surroundings.   

 Molecules have particular system of energy levels (see Fig. 4): electron, oscillation 

and rotation. Absorbing the energy, the molecule proceeds to one of the excited states. The 

excess of the energy can be lost in few ways.  

 The energy of incident radiation is transferred to particular atoms, causing an 

electron transition from the basic S0 state to the excited state S1 or higher, depending on the 

energy. Non-radiative transitions occur quickly between vibrational states of S1 (green 

dashed lines in Fig. 4). Electrons fall from S1 vibrational states to S1 basic state is 

favourable for scintillators.  Then, there is an electron transition from S1 to S0 state. The 

excess of the energy is radiated as fluorescence photons within UV or visible wavelengths.  



 

 
16 

 

For scintillation detectors, the transition from S1 vibrational states to S1 base level is 

favourable. In such decay electrons loose a part of energy. This is a reason of difference 

between the absorbed and emitted energy. As a consequence, the absorption and emission 

spectra of scintillating materials are shifted as a function of light wavelength. The 

difference between the wavelength of the maximum of absorption and the maximum of 

fluorescence is called Stokes shift. Scintillators are materials with particularly large Stokes  

shift and therefore the re-absorption of scinitllating light is unlikely [33]. 

 The base of plastic scintillator is polymerizable liquid like styrene or vinyltoluene. 

This substances scintillate in UV, however the mean free path of produced photons is too 

short. Therefore scintillation additives are used. Additives (fluors) absorb the primary light 

from the base and emit it in longer wavelengths. One or more fluors can be used, 

depending on the desired wavelength of emitted photons.  

 Typical plastic scintillators are ternary systems, consisting of three components: 

polymeric base, primary fluor and secondary fluor, so called wavelength shifter  

(WLS) [35]. The scheme of mechanism of the energy transfer in plastic scintillator is 

shown in Fig. 5. Three components of the plastic scintillators are shown in block scheme in 

particular sequence, however the scintillator is a homogeneous mixture of  these chemical 

compounds. 

 

 

Figure 5 Block scheme of energy transfer in plastic scintillator. 

   

 The incident radiation interacts with polymer molecules exciting them. The energy 

is transferred in non-radiative way to primary fluor through Fºrster mechanism. This is  

a process occuring in excited states, when the emission spectrum of the donor fluorophore 
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overlaps with the absorption spectrum of the acceptor - primary fluor. In case of 

polystyrene and polyvinyltoluene, fluorophores are the delocalized ˊ electrons. The light 

emission of the donor is not involved. Fºrster energy transfer is based on dipole - dipole 

interaction between molecules of donor and acceptor distant from each other  

by 30 - 60 ¡ [36]. 

 Primary fluor absorbs the energy and emits it in UV range via fluorescence  

(see Fig. 5). This wavelength is not adjusted to the quantum efficiency of the light 

detectors which are photomultipliers. To shift the maximum wavelength of emission 

towards larger wavelengths, wavelength shifter is used. This substance absorbs the light 

emitted by primary fluor, and as a result, photons in visible range are produced. Such light 

can be efficiently detected by a photomultiplier. 

 

3.2. Chemical compounds of plastic scintillators  

 

 Plastic scintillators are obtained by polymerization of the liquid monomer in which 

scintillating additives are dissolved. In effect, a block of homogeneous scintillator can be 

obtained. Nowadays, polyvinyltoluene (PVT) is the most widely used  matrix for plastic 

scintillators base because of the best scintillating properties among polymers. 

Commercially available scintillators offered by Eljen Technology [13] or  

Saint-Gobain [12] are based on polyvinyltoluene. Polystyrene (PS), its homolog, is very 

popular as scintillator matrix as well [37]. Chemical structures of this compounds are 

shown in Tab. 3. 

Table 3 Chemical structures of polymeric matrix of plastic scintillator [33]. 

Name Chemical structure 

Polystyrene (PS) 

 

Polyvinyltoluene (PVT) 
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 Both monomers: styrene and vinyltoluene are viscous liquids which polymerize on 

heating to form of solid, thermoplastic polymers. The basis of all aromatic vinyl polymers, 

including polystyrene and polyvinyltoluene, are -CH=CH2 bounds which breaking enable 

to built long polymeric chains [37]. 

 Polymer cannot be an effective scintillator because of weak fluorescence efficiency 

and short mean free path for scintillating light.  In molecules containing aromatic rings, 

only small fraction, about 3 % of the energy is converted into optical photons [38]. The 

wavelength of emitted photons is not adjusted to quantum efficiency of photomultiplier 

(see Fig. 5). Polymer is just the medium to transfer the energy to primary fluor.  

About 1 wt. % of the dopant increases not only the attenuation length of photons but also 

the scintillator light output [33].  

 There is a large number of chemical compounds, that can be used as primary fluors 

in plastic scintillators. Some of them are presented in Tab. 4.  

 

 

Table 4 Substances that can be used as primary fluors in plastic scintillators. ɚabs denotes wavelength at maximum 

of absorption, ɚem - wavelength at maximum of emission, ūf - fluorescence quantum efficiency, Ű - decay time of 

light pulses, R - solubility in a given solvent at 20o.  Denotation of solvents: mbï toluene, a ï acetonitryle, b ï 

benzene, c ï cyklohexsan, d ï dioxane, e ï ethanol, k ï xylene, m ï methylene chloride, me ï methanol, t ï THF. 

Data is taken from [36] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43]. 

Chemical structure, name Abbreviation 
ɚabs 

[nm] 

ɚem 

[nm] 

ūf Ű  

[ns] 

R 

[g/dm
3
] 

 

p-terphenyl 

PTP 288mb 

276c 

335mb 

339c 

0.85mb 1.2mb 

1.05e 

1.16me 

0.99c 

8.6mb 

6k 

 

2,5-diphenyloxazole 

PPO 308mb 

303e 

365mb 

361e 

375d 

0.8mb 1.6mb 

1.3b 

1.35c 

1.4e 

414mb 

335k 

 

2,5-diphenyl-1,3,4-

oxadiazole 

PPD 283mb 

 

355mb 0.9mb 1.5mb 

1.2e 

70mb 

O

N

O

N N
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2,5-bis(4-biphenyl)-

1,3,4-oxadiazol 

BBD 314d 

315mb 

373d 

380mb 

0.85mb 1.4mb 2.5mb 

1k 

 

2-phenyl-5(4-biphenyl)-

1,3,4-oxadiazole 

PBD 305mb 

302e 

360-

356mb 

362e 

0.8mb 1.2mb 21mb 

18k 

 

2-(4-tert-buthylphenyl)-

5-(4-biphenylo)-1,3,4-

oxadiazole 

BPBD 308mb 365mb 

368c 

0.85mb 1.2mb 119mb 

77k 

 

 

 Decay times of light pulses in all substances from Tab. 4 are similar. However they 

have different maxima of emission wavelength, so one can adjust the substance to 

particular application. Solubility in a given solvent is very important parameter because 

only complete dissolution enables proper scintillator acting. 

 There are also large number of substances that can be used as wavelength shifters in 

plastic scintillators. Some of them are presented in Tab. 5. 

 

 

O

N N

O

N N

O

N N
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Table 5 Substances used as wavelength shifters in plastic scintillators. The source of data and used notations are 

the same as in Table 4. 

Chemical structure, name Abbreviation ɚabs 

[nm] 

ɚem 

[nm] 

ūf Ű [ns] R 

[g/dm
3
] 

1,4-bis(5-phenyl-2-

oxazolyl)benzen 

POPOP 365mb 

358c 

358e 

415-

417mb 

410c 

425e 

0.85mb 

0.97c 

1.13c 

1.5mb 

1.35e 

2.2mb 

1.4k 

1,4-bis(4-methyl-5-phenyl-

2-oxazolyl)benzene 

DM-POPOP 370mb 430mb 0.93mb 1.5mb 

1.45e 

3.9mb 

2.6k 

1,4-bis(2-

methylostyryl)benzene 

Bis-MSB 347mb 

350c 

418e 

420mb 

420c 

423d 

0.96c 1.6c No 

data 

2,5-di(4-biphenylo)oxazole 

BBO 340mb 

342b 

410-

412mb 

409b 

0.75mb 1.4mb 3.1mb 

1.3k 

trans-4,4ô-diphenylstilbene 

DPS 337mb 

340d 

341b 

410mb 

408b 

0.8mb 

1.0mb 

1.1mb 1.5mb 

0.9k 

9,10-diphenylanthracene 

DPA 366-

375c 

430c 0.95-

1.0c 

8.7me 

7.3c 

9.35c 

35mb 

 

 One can notice that solubility of wavelength shifters in given solvents is rather 

weak. However, the amount of WLS in plastic scintillator is about 1 ă, thus dissolution of 

such portion is possible. 
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3.3. Commercial plastic scintillators  

 

 There are many worldwide companies producing plastic scintillators e.g. Saint 

Gobain [12], Eljen Technology [13] or Rexon [44]. Headquarters  and production lines of 

these companies are placed in United States. In Europe, there are two companies 

developing plastic scintillators: Nuvia in Czech Republic [45] and Amcrys in Ukraine [46]. 

Moreover, there is an Epic Crystal company in China [47] which also produces plastic 

scintillators. 

 Plastic scintillators offered by the European and Chinese companies are based on 

polystyrene. This polymer does not work as efficiently as polyvinyltoluene as a scintillator 

matrix, decreasing the scintillators performance by 15 - 20 % [48]. Because of that, the 

best scintillators should be purchased in USA, however this is connected with additional 

delivery charges and duty. 

 Development in the field of photoelectric converters, e.g. replacing of vacuum 

photomultipliers by silicon ones, forces improvements of plastic scintillator to match them 

to the new photomultipliers, in order to construct efficient  detectors. This includes the 

increase of wavelength of scintillation light, which is justified by better propagation of 

light in the scintillating material and matching to the SiPM quantum efficiency wavelength 

dependence. Development of fast signals processing electronics opens possibility of using 

scintillators with short rise time of signals.  

  Worldwide manufacturers offer plastic scintillators with different values of light 

output, light attenuation length, rise and decay times of signals, and different emission 

spectra. Planning an experiment, one can chose the best scintillator for a particular 

application.  

 However, vast majority of plastic scintillators offered by companies is well adjusted 

to traditional vacuum photomultipliers, popular by many years. The demand of SiPMs is to 

shift the emission spectrum of scintillators towards longer wavelengths.  

 Market of plastic scintillators is widely opened for the new solution. For example, 

slogan of Rexon is: "IF WE DON'T HAVE IT, WE'LL MAKE IT". The company offers 

designing and manufacturing of plastic scintillators to the particular need, concerning 

scintillator's composition and shape. However, it is much better to have developed and 

tested scintillator because the elaboration of the novel scintillator is a time-consuming  
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and labour - intensive process. New scintillators are utilized usually in the laboratory 

experiments, having financial support given for the particular time of the project 

realization. That is why, it is important to have the new scintillator available and fully 

characterized, to enable its immediate use for building detectors. 

 Because of specific needs of plastic scintillators  market, in this thesis a novel 

solution was proposed. Novel plastic scintillator was elaborated and tested. Its novelty lies 

in the use of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole as a wavelength shifter. The scintillator can be 

used in many experiments of physics. 

 

 

3.4. Applications of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole  

 

 In this thesis for the first time application of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole as  

a plastic scintillator dopant is described.  The aim of the dopant is shifting of the 

scintillator's emission spectra towards longer wavelengths to match it to the quantum 

efficiency of SiPMs. 

 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole can be obtained in relatively simple and cost-

effective chemical synthesis. Method of synthesis is described in patent [49] and in the 

review article [50]. The substance was synthesized for the first time by A. E. Siegrist and 

collaborators in 1960 and applied as optical brightener.  

 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole was used also as an emission material in OLED 

(organic light - emitting diode), electroluminescent diodes [51] or as NLO (nonlinear 

optics) material [52]. It was applied in cosmetology, dentistry and in photographic 

materials [53]. The substance was utilized in photosensitive coating [54] as well as  

a whitening agent [55] and in optical disks for lasers [56]. 
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4. Experimental  methods  

 

 Polymerization process, in which plastic scintillators are obtained is conducted in  

a furnace in a specially designed glass reactors or in a form. Scintillating dopants were 

dissolved in liquid purified monomer (styrene or vinyltoluene). Scintillators were obtained 

by bulk polymerization of such prepared samples. The mechanism of this kind of 

polymerization is free radical. This is a process occurring in pure monomer. To avoid 

contamination of the material, the polymerization is thermally initiated, without any 

chemical initiators. High concentration of monomer enables high rates and degrees of 

polymerization. However, there is a problem with increasing viscosity of the mixture when 

the polymerization proceeds. Bulk polymerization reaction is highly exothermic and 

increasing viscosity inhibits heat flow leading to formation of regions of local overheating. 

As a result, empty voids can be generated in a block of polymer because of the internal 

shrinkage. 

 Bulk polymerization allows to produce scintillator characterized by high light 

output due to e.g. its homogeneity [57]. The temperature schedule was adjusted to obtain 

optically homogeneous scintillator samples and eliminate effects of polymerization 

shrinkage. Production of scintillators and optimization of their composition maximizing 

scintillator light output was the first stage of the research.  

 Two scintillating dopants were dissolved in the monomer: primary and secondary 

fluor. In prepared scintillators, primary fluor is a commercially available compound:  

2,5-diphenyloxazole (PPO). As a secondary fluor 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole was used. 

It is a substance chosen amongst three chemical compounds which was synthesized and 

tested as wavelength shifter in plastic scintillator. Only  

2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole posseses exceptionally good scintillating properties. The 

use of this substance as a scintillator dopant and the novel scintillator composition are 

subject of patent application [58]. 

 Measurements of light yield were carried out in detector laboratory. Charge spectra 

were registered irradiating scintillators with 
22

Na source of gamma quanta with energy of  

511 keV originating from annihilation of positron with electron (Fig. 1). The source was 

placed in the lead collimator providing narrow beam of gamma quanta, about 1 mm wide. 
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Interaction of gamma quanta with the scintillator results in production of light. To both 

sides of scintillator photomultipliers are connected (see Fig. 2). They play a role of 

converters of scintillation light into electrical signals. Then signals are collected and 

processed by the oscilloscope.  Determining the position of the middle of the Compton 

edge on the charge spectrum histogram, light output of manufactured and purchased 

scintillators were appointed and compared. Light output is the most important parameter of 

the scintillator and determines the number of photons emitted per unit of energy deposited 

in the scintillator. It gives information about the effectiveness of conversion of the incident 

radiation into photons.  

 Optimal concentration of the novel scintillating dopant:  

2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole was set maximizing light output of the scintillator. 

Scintillators with different concentrations of the dopant were prepared and light output of 

the samples were measured. 

 Based on measurements conducted with the setup enabling determination of the 

light output, characterization of signals arising in synthesized and commercial scintillators 

were done. Rise and decay times of signals were determined and compared with 

commercially available scintillators. The shorter the decay time, the better is the scintillator 

concerning application in J-PET/MR scanner. 

 Scintillators were subject of tests in order to measure the emission spectrum. 

Emission  spectra of thin samples of J-PET were registered and compared with quantum 

efficiency of silicon photomultipliers to check if they are matched to each other. A proper 

matching of these quantities is necessary for an effective light conversion into electrical 

pulses by photomultiplier.  

 Characterization of scintillators structure by analyzing sizes and fraction of free 

volumes in particular samples were carried out using Positron Annihilation Lifetime 

Spectroscopy (PALS). This technique enables very accurate analysis of free  volume sizes 

in the scintillator and any structural transitions occurring with  the temperature changes. 

Glass transition temperature and temperatures of some structure changes correlated to 

organization of molecules can be observed. 

 Samples of plastic scintillators  were analyzed also using Differential Scanning 

Calorimetry (DSC). This is the method which can be considered as a complementary to 

PALS. It is based on measurement of the amount of heat released or absorbed during 
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physical or chemical process.  DSC allows to describe thermal transitions in polymers.  

In case of polystyrene or polyvinyltoluene, the most significant is glass transition (Tg) 

temperature. It is a point of transition of amorphous brittle polymer into rubbery one. Tg is 

also visible in PALS measurement, therefore results obtained in both methods were 

compared. 

  

5. Potential wavelength shifters for the J -PET scintillator  

 

  

 Scintillators offered by companies are mostly adjusted to vacuum photomultpliers 

which were widely used in physics experiments for last decades. However, progress in the 

area of photodetectors, and successive substitution of traditional photomultipliers by 

SiPMs, demands development in the area of scintillators as well. Development of novel 

scintillator with the emission spectrum adjusted to the novel J-PET/MR device, enables an 

efficient detection of gamma quanta. 

 In order to develop such scintillator, three chemical compounds were synthesized. 

The syntheses are described below in subsections A, B and C. 

 

 A) Synthesis of 2-(4ǋ-N,N-dimethyloaminophenyl)oxazolo[4,5-b]pirydyne 

(DMAPOP)  

N

O

N

N

CH3

CH3

 

 DMAPOP was synthesised according to procedure described in [59]. The scheme 

of reaction is presented below: 

 

N

O

N

N

CH3

CH3

OH

O

N

CH3

CH3

+
N

OH

NH2

PPA

 

 

PPA - polyphosphoric acid 
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 In order to purify the desired compound, it was recrystallized from chloroform and 

then the final product was separated by column chromatography with Al2O3 as stationary 

phase and chloroform as eluent. Then the sediment was precipitated from petroleum ether. 

 The next step was column chromatography on silica gel/CHCl3. Fractions 

containing desired compound were selected according to results of TLC (Thin Layer 

Chromatography). The chosen fractions were connected and the solvent was evaporated. 

The sediment was precipitated to petroleum ether. The chemical compound with high 

purity was obtained, which melting temperature was equal to 227 ÁC. 

 

 B) Synthesis of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole 

O

N

 

The  reaction proceeds according to the scheme: 

O

N

CH3

KOH

O

N

N-benzylideneaniline

 

 The final product was synthesized. Obtained solid was dissolved in toluene and 

particular fractions were separated using column with silica gel. Then with TLC technique 

proper fractions were chosen, and the sediment was precipitated to petroleum ether. 

Melting temperature of the substance was 198 ÁC. 

 

 C) Synthesis of 2-[4-methylbenzene][1,3]-oxazolo[5,4-b]-quinoline. 

N

N

O

CH3
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The reaction was as follows: 

N

OH OH

N

OO

CH3

N

N

O

CH3
+

 

P(OEt)3 - triethylphosphine 

 

 The product of the reaction was dissolved in toluene and particular fractions were 

separated in column filled with Al2O3. Because of the insufficient degree or purity 

confirmed by TLC, the sediment was dissolved in chloroform and components of the 

mixture were separated by column with silica gel and toluene as eluent. Proper fractions 

were selected by TLC and solvent was removed by rotor evaportor. The sediment was 

crystalized from toluene. Melting point of the reaction product was  

equal to 243 ÁC. 

 In scintillators development, high degree of purity is demanded. Because of that, 

each synthesis was followed by purification process. High purity of reaction products was 

confirmed by measurements of the melting points. 

 Plastic scintillators containing synthesized fluorophores as wavelength shifters were 

prepared. Their constitution is shown in Tab. 6. 

 

Table 6 Constitution of plastic scintillators containing new wavelength shifters. 

Polymeric base Primary additive  Secondary fluor 

Polystyrene p-terphenyl (PTP) /  

2,5-diphenyloxazole (PPO) 

1 % 

Synthesized substances in 

amount 

0.01 % 

 

 Scintillators were cut and polished to a geometry of cylinder with diameter and 

height equal to 2.5 cm. They were wrapped with teflon foil and their interaction with 

gamma quanta from 
68

Ge source was tested. A simple experimental setup consisting of 

vacuum photomultiplier, scintillator and source was built (Fig. 6) and charge spectra were 

registered.   

 

P(OEt)3 
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Figure 6 Experimental setup for the estimation of plastic scintillators light output. 

 

 Detailed analysis of spectra registered during gamma quanta interaction with plastic 

scintillator and description of the phenomenon itself are the subject of  

Chapter 7.2: Spectral properties of J-PET scintillators. The first preliminary studies relied 

on fitting Fermi function to the falling edge of the spectrum. That allows to estimate 

roughly the relative light yield of tested scintillators. Fermi function is given by the 

equation (1): 

 

Ὢ ὼ ὖ    (1). 

 

Parameters denoted as P0, P1, P2, P3 are related to maximal values of the function, the 

middle of the edge, slope and minimal values of the function, respectively.   

 The function was fitted to spectra as it is shown in Fig. 7 registered for stilbene 

which was taken as standard. In the spectrum, histogram of signals amplitudes is presented. 

Amplitudes are proportional to the number of photons produced by scintillator during 

interaction with gamma quanta. The absolute number of photons produced by scintillator 

interacting with gamma quanta was not calculated. The aim of this test was to check if 

developed materials have a potential for being used as scintillators. 
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 P1 parameter describing the middle of the falling edge, was a measure of 

scintillators light output. P1 determined for obtained scintillators were compared to the 

parameter value of stilbene. Results of such rough estimation of scintillators light output 

are presented in Tab. 7. 

 

Table 7 Relative light output of tested plastic scintillators with respect to the light output of stilbene. 

Scintillator  Relative light output 

Stilbene 100 % 

Plastic scintillator containing 2-(4ǋ-N,N-

dimethyloaminophenyl)oxazolo 

[4,5-b]pirydyne 

~ 20 % 

Plastic scintillator containing  

2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole 

~ 80 % 

Plastic scintillator containing  

2-[4-methylbenzene][1,3]-oxazolo[5,4-b]-

quinoline 

~ 50 % 

 

Figure 7 Amplitude spectra of stilbene with Fermi function fitted (red).  
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 Light output of plastic scintillators obtained in laboratory conditions is equal to 

about 20 %, 80 % and 50 % of stilbene, respectively. Because of the highest value of light 

output amongst all tested samples, scintillators containing 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole 

are a  subject of further tests described in this thesis. 

 

6. Development  of plastic scintillators  

 

 

 The most popular method of plastic scintillators development is bulk 

polymerization. This is the method widely used for polymerization of all vinyl monomers. 

Liquid  monomer: styrene, vinyltoluene or methyl methacrylate with proper additives 

dissolved therein can be polymerized in this way [60]. Bulk polymerization is  

a homogeneous process which is conducted in the ambient of pure monomer without any 

additional solvents. It is possible to use substances that initiate the polymerization reaction 

which are called initiators. However, in synthesis of plastic scintillators, the high degree of 

purity is required, so it is better to avoid any additional substances. Moreover, styrene and 

its homologs can be their own initiators when the temperature is raised. The reaction is 

thermally initiated, therefore the process is called thermal polymerization.  

 The mechanism of that reaction is free radical. Styrene is one of well known 

monomers prone to spontaneous generation of free radicals by itself at elevated 

temperatures without any chemical initiators. Two most famous: Mayo and Flory 

mechanisms are presented in Fig. 8. 
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 In the Mayo mechanism, the polymerization is initiated by Diels-Alder 

dimerization of styrene. Because of homolysis between the dimer (AH) and a third styrene, 

monoradicals AÅ and HMÅ are generated. HMÅ initiates the polymerization. 

 In Flory's interpretation, styrene dimerizes to 1,4-diradical (M2). A third styrene 

abstracts a hydrogen atom from the diradical and monoradical initiators are formed.  

In both: Mayo and Flory mechanisms the diradicals may  form 1,2-diphenylocyclobutane 

(DCB) which is not capable of initiating polymerization, or AH dimer, what leads to Diels-

Alder cycloadduct production and in turn initiates the polymerization reaction [61].  

 The further steps of polymerization following initiation, are propagation and 

termination.  Propagation of polymeric chain can be schematically described as: 

 

Figure 8 Mayo's and Flory's mechanisms of free radical generation in styrene polymerization. The scheme is taken 

from the article [61]. 
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RnÅ + M Ÿ Rn+1Å 

where RnÅ denotes polymer chain with n mers, M ï monomer, Rn+1Åï polymer chain 

extended by one mer. 

Termination can occur by combination: 

RxÅ + RyÅ Ÿ Rx+y 

or disproportionation: 

RxÅ + RyÅ Ÿ Rx + Ry  [62]. 

  

 Free radicals are highly reactive. A radical attacks a molecule of monomer, 

initiating a macroradical, to which other monomer units are added successively. Each time 

the active centre is transferred to the attached mer. This is the way in which propagation of 

polymer chain occurs. 

 As the reaction proceeds, the amount of monomer decreases, interpolymeric 

reactions start to occur. Active parts of macroradicals meet each other and termination 

takes place. It leads to dead polymer and may occur via combination or disproportionation.  

 The main disadvantage of this kind of polymerization are problems with the 

dissipation of the exothermicity in the sample volume. In effect, local hot spots are  

formed [63]. During free radical polymerization, an autoacceleration occurs, which is 

known as Trommsdorff or gel effect [64]. This is a phenomenon of spectacular increase of 

polymerization rate. When the reaction speeds up, viscosity grows and huge amounts of 

heat that are released accelerate this reaction further [65].  

 Trommsdorff effect occurs at high conversion, when termination reactions 

dominate and ñdeadò polymers, without active parts are produced.  The vast majority of 

polymer chains are long and slightly mobile. They are so immobilized that their fastest 

termination is with short, mobile, unentangled chains. Gel effect leads to uncontrolled local 

rise of temperature what may result in the reactor explosion [66].   

 The other disadvantage of the bulk polymerization is that during the process the 

polymerization shrinkage occurs. The most of the shrinkage appears in the early stages of 

polymerization. It covers about 20 per cent of the initial volume. The shrinkage is a cause 

of cracks and many other flaws like empty void in a block of polymer [67]. This is very 
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disfavourable in case of plastic scintillators because optical homogeneity of the material is 

essential to provide the proper performance of the detectors. 

 However, conducting scintillators synthesis with the temperature schedule which is 

presented in Fig. 9 enables to obtain samples without defects. Firstly the reaction mixture 

is quickly heated to 100 ÁC and then to 140 ÁC within few hours. Next, the principal 

heating occurs and lasts about 70 hours. After this time, monomer is reacted into polymer 

and the sample is cooled slowly to 90 ÁC. The scintillator is stored in this temperature for 

three hours in order to anneal the sample. Then the scintillator is finally quenched. 

 

Figure 9 Temperature schedule of the plastic scintillators polymerization [68]. 

  

 Scintillators are prepared by dissolving scintillating additives in liquid monomer: 

styrene or vinyltoluene. As the primary fluor 2,5-diphenyloxazole (PPO) or p-terphenyl 

(PTP) were used in an amount of 2 wt. %. As a wavelength shifter  

2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole was applied. The concentration of the novel wavelength 

shifter was optimized as it is described in Chapter 10: Light output of J-PET scintillators. 

 The reaction mixture was poured into glassy ampoules, inert gas purged and then 

tightly sealed in the flame of the burner. Such prepared samples had been placed in the 

tube furnace and then polymerization was started according to the schedule shown in  

Fig. 9. To minimize the risk of explosion, the mixture occupies the half of the ampoule 

volume at maximum. Photographs of obtained scintillators are shown in Fig. 10. 
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Figure 10 J-PET plastic scintillators in UV light. Left and centre: scintillators removed from the glass ampoule. 

Right from the top: scintillator cut  and polished, exposed to UV in daylight, in the dark and scintillator wrapped 

in light  tight foil in the dark.  

 

7. Optical, spectral and timing properties of J -PET scintillator  

 

7.1. Optical properties of J -PET scintillator  

 

 In order to characterize properties of the scintillator containing the novel 

wavelength shifter, and check if it is matched to spectral properties of silicon 

photomultipliers, absorption and emission spectra of the wavelength shifter:  

2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole and emission spectra of the scintillator were registered. 

 Absorption and emission spectra of 4.2*10
-8 

M 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole 

solution in toluene were registered. They are shown in Fig. 11. Maximum of absorption 

lies at 349 nm, while the emission spectrum is characterized by  the maximum in 402 nm. 
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Figure 11 Absorption and emission spectra of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole. Absorption spectrum (solid green 

line) was registered with Hitachi U -2900 Spectrophotometer, and emission spectrum (red dashed line) by Hitachi 

Fluorescence Spectrophotometer F 7000, the plot was corrected by the detector sensitivity. 

 

 The energy absorbed and emitted by particular dyes is associated with electron 

transitions to different vibrational states. According to Fig. 4, the energy of excited 

electrons is lost in the transitions from S1 vibrational states to S1 basic state and from S1 

ground level to S0. The energy emitted in these processes is less than the energy which was 

absorbed during electron excitation from S0
 
to S1. As a result, spectra of absorption and 

emission are shifted relatively to each other what reduces re-absorption. This phenomenon 

is based on Stokes law, which implies that the wavelength of emission was greater than the 

wavelength of absorption. The difference between maxima of absorption and emission 

peak is identified as Stokes shift. The larger the Stokes shift is, the smaller probability of 

re-absorption of scintillating light in the material. Re-absorption is undesired because it 

shortens the attenuation length. That is why substances with large Stokes shift are valuable 

scintillator dopants [33] [38]. 

 In Fig. 12 absorption and emission spectra of POPOP (1,4-bis(5-phenyloxazol-2-

yl)benzene) which is widely used wavelength shifter in plastic scintillators are shown. The 

value of the Stokes shift which is calculated as the difference between maxima of 

absorption and emission, is equal to about 50 nm.  

http://www.sigmaaldrich.com/catalog/product/fluka/15150
http://www.sigmaaldrich.com/catalog/product/fluka/15150
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Figure 12 Absorption (green solid line) and emission (red dashed line) spectra of POPOP in cyclohexane [69]. 

 

 In the case of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole, the Stokes shift resulting from the 

difference between peaks of 402 nm and 349 nm, is equal to 53 nm. This value is 

comparable to Stokes shift of POPOP. Therefore Stokes shift of  

2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole is sufficient to use the substance as a scintillator dopant. 

 Another issue which is necessary to consider is adjustment of the primary additive 

to the 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole to provide an effective energy transfer. According to  

Fig. 5, in plastic scintillator the energy is transferred from primary to secondary fluor in the 

way of fluorescence. However to provide an effective transfer of energy, emission 

spectrum of primary fluor has to overlap with absorption spectrum of secondary fluor. In 

Fig. 13 and Fig. 14 absorption and emission spectra of plastic scintillating additives are 

presented. As a primary additive 2,5-diphenyloxazole (PPO) and p-terphenyl (PTP) were 

considered while 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole (novel WLS) is assumed to act as  

a wavelength shifter, which is secondary additive. 

 In both sets of mixture: PPO + novel WLS and PTP + novel WLS, the emission 

spectrum of the primary fluor overlaps with the absorption spectrum of secondary fluor. In 

case of PPO, their maxima fits almost perfectly to each other, while PTP and novel WLS 

maxima are slightly shifted within few nanometers. 
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Figure 13 Absorption and emission spectra of 2,5-diphenyloxazole (PPO) are marked with green solid line and 

green dashed line. Spectra are taken from [69]. Absorption and emission spectra of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole 

(novel WLS) are marked with blue dotted line and pink dashed-dotted line, respectively. 
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Figure 14 Absorption and emission spectra of p-terphenyl (PTP) are marked with green solid line and red dashed 

line, respectively. Spectra are taken from [69]. Absorption and emission spectra of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole 

(novel WLS) are marked with blue dotted line and pink dashed-dotted line, respectively. 

 

 Emission spectra of J-PET and BC-420 scintillator were registered with  

FluoroLog-3 (Horiba Jobin-Yvon) in reflecting mode using PMT R928P and continuous 

wave xenon source.  The obtained emission spectrum of the J-PET scintillator is indicated 

as green solid line in Fig. 14. It is clearly visible that  J-PET spectrum is broader than  
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BC-420 (red dashed line). This means that photons are emitted by the J-PET scintillator in 

larger wavelength range than photons emitted by BC-420. 

 In Fig. 15 quantum efficiency of vacuum and silicon photomultipliers are presented 

as well. Broadening of J-PET scintillator spectrum towards longer wavelengths enables 

more effective registration of its scintillation light by SiPMs. Emission spectrum of J-PET 

scintillator overlaps the region of larger SiPMs quantum efficiency in comparison to  

BC-420. Quantum efficiency of SiPMs is larger than quantum efficiency of vacuum 

photomultipliers and it increases significantly with the increasing wavelength (up to about 

450 nm) as indicated by pink dashed-dotted line in Fig. 15. 
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Figure 15 Emission spectra of J-PET (green solid line) and BC-420 [12] (red dashed line)  scintillators  

superimposed on the quantum efficiency dependence on photons wavelength for typical vacuum tube 

photomultiplier with bialcali window  (blue dotted line) [21] and silicon photomultipliers  

(pink dashed-dotted line) [21]. Maximum of emission for BC-420 scintillator is placed at wavelength of 393 nm, 

while the maximum of J-PET scintillator at 403 nm. The emission spectra are normalized in amplitude. 

  

 In the article [70] simulation of photon transport in cuboidal scintillators was 

described. Concerning long scintillator strip, photons undergo many internal reflections on 

its way from the point of creation to photomultiplier. Number of reflections is dependent 

on the scintillator size and photon emission angle. Photon registration probability is 

influenced also by other factors e.g. absorption in  the scintillator material, losses at the 

surface imperfections and quantum efficiency of the photomultiplier. 

 For the analysis of the light absorption in material, an effective absorption 

coefficient (Õeff) was calculated, scaling  the absorption coefficient of pure polystyrene [71] 
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to the experimental results obtained with the single detection unit of the J-PET detector  

(by factor of 1.8). The dependence of the Õeff on wavelength is shown in Fig. 16. 

 Emission of photons with larger wavelength is profitable also considering light 

attenuation. In Fig. 16 emission spectra for the BC-420 and J-PET scintillators are 

compared to the effective light absorption coefficient (blue dotted line) Õeff established for 

the BC-420 scintillator strips with rectangular cross section of 7 mm Ĭ 19 mm [70]. This 

value is not given by the producer. The coefficient was calculated relying on the absorption 

coefficient of pure polystyrene [71]. It is connected with self-absorption of light in 

scintillators. The light is being lost due to the transport of photons through the scintillator  

bar [70]. Absorption coefficient decreases with increasing wavelength. It indicates that the 

light attenuation (proportional to Ὡ ) will be less for the J-PET scintillator with respect 

to the BC-420 since J-PET spectrum is extended towards larger wavelengths.   
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Figure 16 Emission spectra of J-PET (green solid line), BC-420 scintillator (red dashed line) and absorption 

coefficient Õeff (blue dotted line) [70] [71]. The emission spectra are normalized in amplitude. 
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7.2. Spectral properties of J -PET scintillator  

 

 One of the most important parameters that characterizes scintillators performance is 

light output. It is defined as a number of emitted photons per unit of energy. An extremely 

effective scintillators are inorganic crystals e.g. CsI(Tl) - 65000 photons/MeV, NaI(Tl) - 

42000 photons/MeV, Lu2SiO5:Ce (LSO) - 25000 photons/MeV, BaF2 - 9500 photons/MeV 

and Bi4Ge3O12 (BGO) - 8200 photons/MeV [72]. Organic crystals also can act effectively 

as scintillators, for example light output of anthracene is equal to  

17400 photons/MeV [73].  

 In general, light output of plastic scintillators, which also belong to the group of 

organic scintillators, are much lower in comparison to the most effectively working 

crystalline scintillating materials. Light output of plastic scintillators produced by Saint 

Gobain range from about 30 % to about 80 % of the anthracene light output, for the 

majority of them it is about 60 % [12].  In this chapter the light output of the J-PET 

scintillator is examined. 

 Positron Emission Tomography examinations are based on registration of 

annihilation gamma quanta with energy of 511 keV. Due to that, light output of J-PET 

scintillators was determined by irradiating the scintillator with annihilation gamma quanta 

of this energy emitted by 
22

Na isotope. The beam of gamma quanta was collimated by 

collimator with 1.3 mm slit. The scheme of experimental setup which was used to 

determine the light output of  J-PET scintillator is presented in Fig. 17. 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Figure 17 A scheme of experimental setup used to determine J-PET scintillators light output. Performance of  

J-PET scintillator was compared to BC-420 scintillator. Detailed description of the setup and experimental 

procedure is given in the text. 
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 In the experimental setup two scintillators are placed: J-PET and BC-420 with 

identical dimensions: 14 mm Ĭ 14 mm Ĭ 20 mm. Scintillator are wrapped in Vikuiti 

specular reflective foil [74] to prevent the loose of light. Each scintillator was connected by 

EJ-550 optical gel [13] to the window of R9800 Hamamatsu photomultiplier tube [21] at 

both ends. Electric signals coming from photomultipliers were sampled by the oscilloscope 

with 100 ps interval.  

 Light output of J-PET scintillators was determined with respect to known light 

output of BC-420 scintillator. That is why BC-420 was used as reference scintillator in the 

above experimental setup.   

 Plastic scintillator consist of low atomic number (Z) elements, mainly carbon and 

hydrogen. Gamma quanta interact with electrons of low Z elements predominantly via 

Compton effect [75]. Therefore the charge distribution is continuous. Photoelectric 

maximum, typical for crystal scintillator is not observed.  

 The charge of registered signals is proportional to the number of scintillation 

photons which in turn is proportional to the energy transferred by gamma quantum to an 

electron of scintillator. In our experiment, the energy of gamma quanta is fixed and equal 

to 511 keV, the maximum of possible energy transfer is also well defined and equal to 341 

keV. Determination of the J-PET scintillators light output is possible by comparison of 

charge of signals for both: commercial and manufactured scintillators. Preliminary studies 

of the light output of the J-PET scintillator light output are subject of the article [76], and 

the detailed results described below are submitted for publication [77].  

 Measurements were carried out for a series of eight scintillators with different 

concentration of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole, varying from 0 to 0.5 wt. ă. In order to 

minimize the influence of instrumental uncertainties coming  from e.g. photomultipliers 

miscalibration, tests were performed twice for each sample, exchanging position of J-PET 

and BC-420 scintillator in the experimental setup. Thus, charge spectra registered by the 

same pair of photomultipliers   can be compared.  

 Charge spectra registered for the series of J-PET scintillators containing different 

amounts of wavelength shifter, and BC-420 by two pairs of photomultipliers: PM1, PM2 

and PM3, PM4 are presented in Fig. 18. Left panel shows spectra obtained with PM1 and 

PM2 photomultipliers and right panel presents spectra measured with PM3 and PM4.  

Spectra are arranged in order of ascending concentration of wavelength shifter. 
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Dependence of light output on the concentration of wavelength shifter in plastic scintillator 

was determined in order to set the optimal concentration of 2-(4-styrylphenyl)benzoxazole, 

which enables the most effective scintillator performance. 

 Comparison of the charge spectra registered by each photomultiplier were 

conducted using two methods. In the first one [10], scaling factor (LR) is calculated, by 

which the charge of J-PET scintillator needs to be divided to obtain spectra of J-PET and 

BC-420 fitting together. The scaling factor is equal to the ratio of particular scintillators 

light output: 

ὒὙ        (2). 

 

 Scaling factor was calculated for each photomultiplier. Values of light output given 

in the second column of Tab. 8 are averaged results obtained for four photomultipliers.  

 In the second method LR was calculated as a ratio of the middles of Compton edges 

which are the right edges of spectra. The ratio is interpreted as the relative light output. 

Knowing the light output of BC-420, light output of J-PET scintillators was calculated. 

The middle of the Compton edge of each spectrum was determined by fitting the 

Novosybirsk function to the edge of charge spectrum [78].  Values of J-PET scintillators 

light output determined using this method are given in the third column of Tab. 8.  

 Differences in the beginning of the spectra, around 0 pC are caused by fact that 

PM1 and PM3 were used in conditional trigger mode. Signals were registered by PM3 if  

a signal has been registered by PM1 within defined time window. Differences at the end of 

spectra, which is the Compton edge, are due to different light output of scintillators. 
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Figure 18 Charge spectra registered for BC-420 and J-PET scintillators. PM1, PM2, PM3 and PM4 denote 

particular photomultipliers, according to Fig. 17. Spectra are registered for J-PET scintillators containing 

different amounts of novel wavelength shifter, from 0 to 0.5 ă. Names of scintillators refer to the amount of 

wavelength shifter. In the left panel spectra registered by PM1 and PM2 for BC-420 and J-PET are presented, 

while in the right panel spectra registered by PM3 and PM4 are given. 












































































