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Every story has a beginning...
Every story has its hero
On a journey from innocence to
experience

Inspector Morse
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Abstract

The η meson production process can be studied via measurements of the ana-
lyzing power, Ay, which may be understood as a measure of the relative devi-
ation between the differential cross section with and without polarized beam.
Spin-dependent observables such as cross sections and analyzing powers have
been determined only for a small number of excess energies and with very high
statistical uncertainty. Therefore, measurements of the reaction ~pp→ ppη was
performed at the WASA-at-COSY detector in a fixed-target experiment with
beam momenta of 2026 MeV/c and 2188 MeV/c. These correspond to excess
energies of 15 MeV and 72 MeV, respectively. The η meson was identified
by the techniques of missing mass and invariant mass. The invariant mass
technique was mainly used to reduce background events, while the missing
mass technique provided an accurate value of the number of the η mesons as
a function of the emission angle.

The angular distribution of the analyzing power was compared with existing
theoretical models. Predictions of all existing models strongly disagree with
the experimental results determined in the framework of this thesis.

A comparison of the obtained Ay angular distribution with a series of asso-
ciated Legendre polynomials revealed negligible contribution of the Sd partial
wave at Q =15 MeV. However, at Q=72 MeV, a significant interference of the
Ps and Pp partial waves was observed.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Despite that the η meson was discovered already in 1961 by A. Pevsner et
al. [1], after almost 55 years of research, the production mechanism of the η
meson via nucleon-nucleon interaction is still an open question. Nowadays
information is available for the total and differential cross sections for the η
meson production in nucleon-nucleon collisions from experiments [2–14] and
theoretical calculations [15–23]. Those studies suggest that the production
of the η meson occurs predominantly through the excitation of one of the
interacting nucleons to the resonance S11(1535), to which the η meson couples
strongly [24]. However, the excitation mechanism of this resonant current is
not fully understood. There are plenty of possible scenarios where π, η, ω and
ρ mesons may contribute to the resonance creation.

The COSY-11 measurements of the pp → ppη reaction performed with a
polarized proton beam for momenta 2010 MeV/c and 2085 MeV/c can be inter-
preted that the excitation of the nucleon to the S11 resonance is predominantly
due to the exchange of a π meson between the colliding nucleons [25]. The
determined analyzing power is consistent with zero for both energies, which
leads to the conclusion that the η meson is produced predominantly in the
s−wave at both excess energies. However, the large statistical and systematic
errors do not exclude a contribution from the higher partial waves.

So far the interaction between the η meson and nucleons is also not well
established. Depending on the analysis method the nucleon-η scattering length
varies between 0.2 fm and 1 fm [26]. The current status of experimental
research is that the proton-η interaction is much larger than in the case of
proton-π0 and proton-η′ interactions [9, 10, 27, 28] but it is estimated with
large uncertainties.

The knowledge of the η and η′ meson interaction with nucleons is important
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10 Introduction

for the search of mesic nuclei which is currently being carried out in many
laboratories, e.g. COSY [29–32], ELSA [33], GSI [34], JINR [35], JPARC [36],
LPI [37], and MAMI [38] with increasing theoretical support [39–52].

Previous studies of the η meson production in collisions of nucleons revealed
that even in the close-to-threshold region higher partial waves and other baryon
resonances may contribute to the production mechanism [52]. Moreover, the
indication of the contribution of higher partial waves near threshold comes also
from the comparison of the invariant mass distribution from the production of
ppη and ppη′ systems [52, 53]. Therefore, for an unambiguous understanding
of the production process relative magnitudes from the partial wave contri-
butions must be well established [52]. This may be at least to some extent
achieved by measuring the angular dependence of the analyzing power Ay.
The determination of the Ay for the ~pp→ ppη reaction is the main aim of this
thesis.

The experiment was performed with a fixed proton target using the polar-
ized proton beam of the COSY accelerator and the WASA-at-COSY detector.
The particular experiment that is discussed in this thesis was conducted for
beam momenta of 2026 MeV/c and 2188 MeV/c, which correspond to excess
energies of 15 MeV and 72 MeV, respectively [54]. The analysis of the exper-
iment was divided into two parts. In the first part, the polarization for the
elastically scattered protons was defined. In the second part, the decay prod-
ucts of the η meson were identified in the central part of the WASA detector,
while protons were determined based on signals registered in the forward part
of the detector. The number of η mesons as a function of the η meson emission
angle for the reaction ~pp→ ppη → ppγγ and ~pp→ ppη → pp3π0 was extracted
from the missing mass distribution.

This thesis is divided into nine chapters. The second chapter presents the
theoretical motivation for the calculation of the analyzing power for the η
meson production. In Chapter 3 the explanation of the experimental setup of
the WASA-at-COSY facility and the main tools used in the analysis was given.
Next in Chapter 4, the vertex position determination, based on the elastic
scattering of the protons was described. Chapter 5 includes determination of
the polarization based on proton elastic scattering events. The determination
of the ~pp → ppη reaction is presented in Chapter 6. The main result for the
analyzing power is shown in Chapter 7. In Chapter 8 follows the discussion
and interpretation of the determined analyzing power for the η meson. The
last chapter is dedicated to a summary and an outlook.



Chapter 2

Motivation

2.1 Dynamics of the pp→ ppη reaction

Most theoretical models try to explain the production of the η meson within
the framework of the one-boson-exchange formalism [16–19, 21, 23]. Some of
the possible mechanisms which may lead to η meson production are presented
in Fig. 2.1.

Figure 2.1: Possible scenarios of the η meson production in nucleon-nucleon
collisions: (a) resonant current S11(1535), (b) nucleon currents, (c) direct pro-
duction, (d) mesonic currents. The figure is adapted from [55].

One can see that the η meson is produced via exchange of one of the pseu-
doscalar or vector mesons, exciting the nucleon to the S11(1535) resonance
(Fig. 2.1 (a)). When this resonance decays, it produces the nucleon-η pair.
Other models [16] consider excitation of the P11(1440) and D13(1520) reso-
nances that are excited via π, η, ρ, and ω mesons.
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12 Motivation

After the first measurements of the total cross section for the reaction
pp → ppη in bubble chamber experiments [56–62], only recently appeared a
precise data set on the total cross section of the η meson production in this
reaction. The crucial observations were a large value of the absolute cross
section (forty times larger than for the η′ meson) and isotropic distributions
of the angle of the η meson emission in the center-of-mass system of the reac-
tion [63]. More constraints to the theoretical models [16–23] have been deduced
from the dependence of the η meson production on the isospin of the colliding
nucleons [64].

The experiments performed by the WASA/PROMICE and COSY-11 col-
laborations [64] revealed a strong isospin dependence. By comparing the first
results on the analyzing power with the predictions based on different scenarios
involving exchanges of various mesons with the so far determined unpolarised
observables, the dominance of the π meson exchange in the production process
is revealed [25]. This conclusion is in line with the predictions of Nakayama et
al. [16].

To reach quantitative conclusions and to learn about contributions from
various production processes and possible interference terms, more precise mea-
surements of the spin observables are needed. In this thesis high statistic data
on the ~pp→ ppη reaction with the polarized proton beam are presented. The
result of the thesis can shed a light on the still unexplained origin of structures
in the invariant mass distributions that have been observed independently by
the TOF [65], COSY-11 [63], and WASA/CELSIUS [66] collaborations.

2.2 Interaction of the ppη system

Another very interesting feature of the ~pp → ppη reaction is the difficulties
with reproducing pp invariant mass distributions. Calculations which include
NN final state interaction (FSI) and Nη FSI do not match existing data.
An example of a differential cross section distribution as a function of the
pp invariant mass can be seen in Fig. 2.2. The shape of the distribution
can be explained by considering higher partial waves Fig. 2.3. By taking
into account a P-wave contribution, the pp invariant mass distribution can be
reproduced [67]. To solve this discrepancy, theD13 resonance has been included
in the calculations [68]. However, the data collected so far are insufficient for
the unambiguous extraction of the S-wave or P-wave contributions.

For an unambiguous understanding of the production process relative mag-
nitudes from the partial wave contributions must be well established. It maybe
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Figure 2.2: The ~pp→ ppη differential cross section in terms of the square of the
pp invariant mass at Q = 15.5 MeV. Filled circles are COSY-11 experimental
data. Contributions from individual partial waves are shown [66].

Figure 2.3: Relation of the partial waves in the ~pp→ ppη reaction. In the tree
particle reaction with big letter, S, P ,D... denoting partial waves between
two protons and small letters s, p, d... stands for the η-pp system.

partially achieved by measuring the analyzing power. This is because the po-
larization observables can probe the interference terms between various partial
amplitudes, even if they are negligible in the spin-averaged distributions [54].

More importantly, in case of the ~pp→ ppη reaction, the interference terms
between the transitions with odd and even values of the angular momentum
of the final state baryons cancel in the cross sections [39, 69]. This is due to
the invariance of all observables under the exchange of identical nucleons in
the final state. The indistinguishability of the final state nucleons also means
that there is no interference between s- and p-waves of the η meson in the
differential cross sections [39]. However, s-p interference does not vanish in
the proton analyzing power, and thus the precise measurements of Ay could
provide the determination of the comparatively small p-wave contribution [39]
that is unreachable from the spin-averaged observables.
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2Si+1Lij → 2Sf+1Lfj , `

1S0 → 3P0s
3P0 → 1S0s
1D2 → 3P2s
3P0 → 3P1p
3P1 → 3P0p
3P1 → 3P1p
3P2 → 3P1p

Table 2.1: Transitions for the ~pp → ppη reaction with proton-proton angular
momentum L = 0,1 and ` = 0,1 for the η meson production. The conventional
spectroscopic notation is used where i and f state for initial and final state [70].

In the current work the contribution of the partial waves is investigated.
We expect only low partial waves in close to the threshold region, such as Ss,
Ps, Pp, Sd. Considering production of the protons with angular momentum
L = 0 or 1 and for the η meson production ` = 0 and 1 then the pp → ppη

reaction may proceed via possible transitions presented in the Tab. 2.1.
To distinguish contributions from the different partial waves we study ana-

lyzing power, since it becomes a non zero value if at least two different partial
waves interfere. Analyzing power is proportional to:

Ay(θη) ·
dσ

dΩ
(θη) ∼ ={ASsA∗Sd} · sinθη · cosθη + const.={APsA∗Pp} · sinθη (2.1)

where ASs, ASd, APs and APp denote amplitudes of Ss, Sd, Ps and Pp

partial waves, respectively. Due to the Pauli principle even and odd partial
waves (S, P , ..) of the protons in the final state cannot interfere with each
other.

2.3 Definition of analyzing power Ay

Twelve parameters (the four-momenta of three particles) are necessary to de-
scribe the exit channel of a nuclear reaction with a given initial channel and a
three-body final state. Only nine parameters are independent, while the other
three parameters are fixed by the relativistic energy-momentum relation:

E2
i = m2

i + (~pi)
2, i = 1, 2, 3; (2.2)
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where Ei, mi, ~pi denote the total energy, mass, and the momentum vector
of the i-th particle, respectively. These variables depend on the initial state
parameters on the basis of the four-momentum conservation (four additional
equations). Therefore, in order to have a full description of the kinematics five
independent variables suffice.

Figure 2.4: The coordinate system for the projections of Ay (Eq. 2.3). The
picture is adapted from the presentation of Matthias Roeder.

In the following work, an orthogonal basis of the five-dimensional phase
space is used. This space is spanned by the invariant masses of the proton-
proton system mpp and proton-η system mpη, the polar θη and azimuthal ϕη
angles of the η momentum in the center-of-mass (CM) frame, as well as the
angle ψ that describes the rotation around the direction established by the mo-
mentum of the η meson [24]. This basis is denoted by ξ = (mpp,mpη, ϕη, θη, ψ)
[55].

For a polarized target and beam, the general equation for Ay reads [71]:

σ(ξ, P̃ , Q̃) = σ0(ξ) · (1 + AN(ξ)[(Py +Qy)cosϕ+Qxsinϕ]

+ ASS(ξ)[PyQysin
2ϕ+ PyQxcosϕsinϕ]

+ ANN(ξ)[PyQycos
2ϕ− PyQxcosϕsinϕ]

+ ASL(ξ)[PyQzsinϕ],

(2.3)
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Figure 2.5: Analyzing powers determined by the COSY-11 collaboration for
the reaction pp→ ppη as functions of cos θη for Q = 10 MeV (left panel) and
Q = 36 MeV (right panel). The Figures are adapted from [25].

where N , S and L define the normal, side and longitudinal projections of
Ay respectively [71], Q denotes the target polarization, P stands for the beam
polarization. A full description of the polarized parameters for different cases
is shown in Fig. 2.4. In case of the WASA-at-COSY experiment discussed
in this thesis there was an unpolarized target and the beam polarization was
aligned along y axis, so Eq. 2.3 simplifies to:

σ(ξ, P̃ ) = σ0(ξ)(1 + AN(ξ) · Py · cosϕ). (2.4)

The key to all theoretical questions that were asked in the preceding chap-
ters can be answered by calculating the analyzing powers Ay(ξ). The vector
analyzing power Ay(ξ) may be understood as a measure of the relative devia-
tion between the differential cross section with and without polarized beam (in
the absence of target polarization), normalized to the beam polarization [55]:

Ay(ξ) =
1

P (cosϕ)
· σ(ξ, P )− σ0(ξ)

σ0(ξ)
. (2.5)

2.4 Ay determined by DISTO and COSY-11 col-
laborations

Measurements of the analyzing power for the reaction ~pp → ppη have been
performed in the near threshold energy region at excess energies of Q = 10 MeV
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Figure 2.6: Analyzing powers determined by the DISTO collaboration for the
reaction ~pp → ppη as functions of cos θη for Q = 324 MeV (upper panel),
Q = 412 MeV (middle panel) and Q = 554 MeV (lower panel). The Figures
are adapted from [72].
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and 36 MeV at COSY by the COSY-11 collaboration (see Fig. 2.5), and at
higher energies for Q = 324 MeV, Q = 412 MeV and Q = 554 MeV at
SATURNE (see Fig. 2.6) by the DISTO collaboration. For all studied energies,
the determined analyzing power is essentially consistent with zero. This implies
that the η meson is produced predominantly in s-wave.

The results of previous experiments, as shown in figures 2.5 and 2.6, allowed
for only a rough determination of the angular dependence with four and five
bins with errors of Ay of about ±0.1 and ±0.2, respectively.



Chapter 3

Experimental equipment

3.1 COSY

The Cooler Synchrotron (COSY [73]) (see Fig. 3.1) is an ion accelerator op-
erated at the Institute für Kernphysik (IKP) in Jülich, Germany. It provides
polarized and unpolarized beams of protons and deuterons in the momentum
range from 0.3 - 3.7 GeV/c. COSY is equipped with two different beam cooling
systems: electron cooling for proton momenta up to 600 MeV/c, and stochas-
tic cooling [74] for high momenta in the range from 1.5 - 3.4 MeV/c. These
two cooling systems reduce the momentum spread of the beam and increase
equilibrium emittance, allowing to store higher beam intensities. The total
length of the COSY ring is 183.4 m, which contains in total 24 dipole magnets
and two straight sections, each about 40 m in length.

3.2 WASA-at-COSY detector

The WASA-at-COSY detector [75] is one of the fixed-target hadron collision
experiments at the COSY storage ring (Fig. 3.2). It is divided into two main
parts: forward detector (FD) and central detector (CD). It has been designed
to measure light mesons near the production threshold. The following sections
provide an overview of each parts of the detector.

3.2.1 Pellet target system

The WASA-at-COSY experiment uses a unique design for the target, which is
installed directly above the interaction region. A sketch of the device is shown
in Fig. 3.3. First, hydrogen or deuterium gas is guided through a cold head

19
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Figure 3.1: Cooler Synchrotron (COSY) storage ring.

Figure 3.2: Cross sectional drawing of the WASA-at-COSY detector. The
abriviations are explained in the text.
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where the gas temperature is lowered sufficiently to liquefy it. Afterwards, the
stream of liquid hydrogen is broken up by a vibrating nozzle into equidistant
droplets with a diameter of 20-25 µm, called pellets which move down with
the speed of about 80 m/s.

Figure 3.3: Schematic view of the pellet target system.

3.2.2 Forward Detector (FD)

The Forward Detector (FD) is placed downstream of the COSY beam from
the interaction point where the scattered ions are predominantly found. This
detector covers polar angles from 3◦ - 18◦ in laboratory system. Identification
of the charged particles as protons, deuterons and 3He nuclei is based on the
measurement of the deposit energy in the several layers of scintillator material
(∆E − E method1).

3.2.3 The Forward Window Counter (FWC)

The first part encountered by particles hitting the FD is the Forward Window
Counter (FWC) [76]. It is made of two layers, where each layer is again divided
into 24 wedge-shaped elements. Each element contains plastic scintillator of

1Method based on the deposit energy of the chosen layer of the detector (FRH) plotted
versus total energy deposited of the whole part of the detector (FRH).
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Figure 3.4: The Forward Window Counter.

3 mm thickness. The elements of the first layer are arranged in a conical shape,
whereas the elements of the second layer are assembled in a vertical plane, as
shown in Fig. 3.4. The elements of the second layer are rotated by half a
module, with respect to the first layer.

The data from the FWC is used in the decisions taken by the trigger. Specif-
ically, the coincidence of hits in different subdetectors at the same azimuthal
angle is the basis of these decisions.

3.2.4 Forward Proportional Chamber (FPC)

The second part downstream is the forward proportional chamber (FPC). It
provides accurate reconstruction of charged particle tracks and the determina-
tion of the scattering angle of the ions [77, 78]. It is constructed from 4 mod-
ules. Each module is made of four layers of 122 proportional drift tubes. The
drift tubes have a diameter of 8 mm. The tubes are made from aluminized
Mylar of 26 µm thickness. The stainless steel sense wire has a thickness of
20 µm. The drift tubes are filled with a gas mixture of argon and ethane
(80% Ar / 20% C2H6).

The first two modules in the beam direction are rotated by +45◦ and −45◦

with respect to the x axis [79], respectively. The last two modules are aligned
along the x and y axis, see Fig. 3.5.
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Figure 3.5: Left: the coordinate system in the corner of the picture shows the
beam direction (z axis) as a blue arrow. Some tubes are removed to show the
structure of the layers. Right: Forward Proportional Chamber (FPC) in two
different projections.

3.2.5 The Forward Trigger Hodoscope (FTH)

The Forward Trigger Hodoscope (FTH) is placed as the third part of the for-
ward detector. In coincidence with the FWC and it is used in the trigger logic,
providing information about polar and azimuthal angles and hit multiplicity.

Figure 3.6: Left: FTH. Right: Pixels formed from the 3 layers of the FTH.

It consists of three layers of plastic scintillators, 48 radial sectors build up
the first layer of the FTH, while the remaining two layers consist of 24 elements
shaped like an Archimedean spiral. These two layers are oriented clockwise
and counterclockwise, respectively. By overlapping all three layers, a 48x24x24
pixel map is constructed, as shown in Fig. 3.6.
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3.2.6 Forward Range Hodoscope (FRH)

Five layers of thick wedge-shaped plastic scintillator elements build up the
Forward Range Hodoscope (FRH [80]). Due to its good reconstruction perfor-
mance for the energy resolution of stopped particles (3%), it plays an important
role for the particle identification based on ∆E-E method.

Figure 3.7: Layers of FRH. Figure adopted from [81].

In Tab. 3.1 the stopping powers are given for different particles that are
reconstructed in the FRH. The thickness of the plastic scintillators varies be-
tween the layers. In the first three layers this is 11 cm, while in the last two
layers the thickness is 15 cm.

Particle Ekin to reach FRH1 Ekin to pass FRH5
π 25 MeV 200 MeV
p 60 MeV 370 MeV
d 80 MeV 485 MeV

3He 215 MeV 1325 MeV
4He 240 MeV 1475 MeV

Table 3.1: Minimum and maximum kinetic energy for various particles stopped
in the FRH [82].

3.2.7 Forward Range Intermediate Hodoscope (FRI)

Between the second and third layer of the FRH the Forward Range Inter-
mediate Hodoscope (FRI) is installed. It provides two-dimensional position
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sensitivity to the FRH and helps separate background which comes from sec-
ondary interactions in the beam pipe and other material.

It is made of 32 plastic scintillator bars oriented along the beam and target
directions as shown in Fig. 3.8.

Figure 3.8: Forward Range Intermediate Hodoscope (FRI).

3.2.8 Forward Veto Hodoscope (FVH)

The sixth and last part of the FD is the Forward Veto Hodoscope (FVH [82]).
Its purpose is to reconstruct highly energetic particles which pass through all
previous layers of the FD, see Fig. 3.9 (left). The FVH consists of two layers
of plastic scintilator bars read out by two photomultipliers at each end. First
layers has 12 horizontally arranged bars while the second is arranged with the
21 vertical bars. Both layers of FVH can be also used for the Time-of-Flight
measurement [83].

3.2.9 Central Detector (CD)

The central part of the WASA detector is used to detect products of η meson
decays. The CD contains a Superconducting Solenoid (SCS), however, during
the described experiment in order to increase the precision of the measurements
with a polarized proton beam it was switched off. All parts of the CD cover a
solid angle close to 4π rad and are described below.
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Figure 3.9: Left: First layer of Forward Veto Hodoscope (FVH1). Right:
Second layer of Forward Veto Hodoscope (FVH2).

3.2.10 Mini Drift Chamber (MDC)

The innermost part of the CD, between the beam pipe and the solenoid, is
taken up by the Mini Drift Chamber (MDC [82]). This drift chamber is able
to measure the tracks of charged particles. It is made of 1738 drift tubes
arranged in 17 layers. Each tube is made from 25 µm thin Mylar coated with
aluminum on the inner side and a 20 µm sense wire of stainless steel. A gas
mixture of argon and ethane (C2H6) fills the tubes in the proportions 80%

argon and 20% ethane. The polar angles covered by the MDC ranges from 24◦

to 159◦.

3.2.11 Plastic Scintillator Barrel (PS)

Surrounding the MDC and the solenoid, the Plastic Scintillator Barrel (PS [82])
is divided into three parts: a central cylindrical part (PSC) and a forward and
backward cap (PSF and PSB) made of 8 mm thick plastic scintillators.

The cylindrical part (PSC) is split into rings of elements around the beam
direction. Each ring contains 50 elements with different azimuthal angles.
These elements overlap with each other by 6 mm. In the center of the PSC
there is space for the pellet target cavity that cuts right through the whole
detector.

The PSF and PSB complete the 4π geometry of the PS. Both PSF and
PSB are made of 48 wedge-like elements aligned to the 48 φ sectors from the
PSC.
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3.2.12 Scintillating Electromagnetic Calorimeter (SEC)

The external part of the CD is taken up by the Scintillating Electromagnetic
Calorimeter (SEC [84]). It covers 96% of the polar angle from 20◦ to 169◦ with
an angular resolution of 5◦. It can measure energies up to 800 MeV suited to
the detection of photons, electrons and positrons. The energy threshold for
photon detection is 2 MeV.

The SEC is constructed from 24 rings of 1012 CsI crystals doped with
sodium. Each ring is divided into three parts according to the size of the
crystal.

3.3 Production of the polarized proton beam

The COSY particle accelerator provides polarized protons and deuterons. The
production of polarized protons is 20 times easier than polarized deuterons [85].
Consequently, proton polarization at COSY was achieved earlier, in 1996. By
contrast, the production of polarized deuterons started later, in 2003. They
are less sensitive to field errors.

In the present polarization experiments, running in 2010, the solenoid mag-
netic field of the detector was switched off. Otherwise, the spin of the polarized
beam would start to rotate and in the end would vanish. This means that one
needs more magnetic optics to control the polarization.

Figure 3.10: Chemical reaction in the polarized source.

The reaction that occurs in the source of the polarized proton beam is given
by

H0 + Cs0 → H− + Cs+ (3.1)

The source chemical reaction are shown in Fig. 3.10. It provides polarized
H− ions in a direct charge-exchange process of colliding beams.
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The following steps describe the production of a polarized proton beam,
which can be seen in Fig. 3.11.

1. H2 molecules are dissociated into atoms.

2. H atoms traverse the cooled nozzle and reach the sextupole magnets.

3. Atoms with electron spin state mJ = −1
2
are defocused and only atoms

with mJ = +1
2
stay in the beam.

4. Used as a lens to focus hydrogen atoms to radio frequency transition
units and lead to nuclear polarization.

5. H0 collide with Cs (cesium) beam.

6. Nuclear polarization of the hydrogen by a strong longitudinal magnetic
field.

7. Deflection of the polarized H− anions by 90◦ in a magnetic field.

8. Select the required spin orientation of the H− ions, and also separate the
anions from the electrons and other background particles.

9. Acceleration of H− anions in a cyclotron up to 45 MeV with further
stripping of the electrons

10. Injection into the COSY main accelerator ring.

With this method of polarization a beam intensity of circa 1010 stored po-
larized protons with a degree of polarization over 65% was achieved during the
experiments reported in this work. The degree of polarization was controlled
by online measurements with the EDDA polarimeter [86].

3.3.1 Resonances at the COSY facility

The beam polarization can be perturbed by a horizontal magnetic field in the
synchrotron and, if the frequency of the perturbation coincides with the spin
precession frequency, the beam depolarizes. There are several orders of these
depolarized resonances.

One of the first order resonance is the imperfection (integer) resonance:

vs = γG (3.2)
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Figure 3.11: Schematic of the polarization source. The figure is adapted from
[55].

where vs [87, 88] is the spin tune2, γ is the Lorentz factor of special relativity
and G = 1.7928 is the gyromagnetic anomaly of the proton. If the spin tune
is an integer, then every time the particle passes the field the spin vector is
bent more and more away from the vertical axis until polarization is lost. This
happens when magnets are slightly misaligned or if there are vertical orbit
distortions. The particles then experience radial magnetic fields. Each time
the particle passes the disturbing radial field the spin may point in a different
direction with respect to the magnetic field if the spin tune is not an integer.
The positions in momentum of the depolarizing resonances depend on the
gyromagnetic anomaly G of the particle.

As can be seen in Fig. 3.12, for protons the first imperfection resonance
kicks in at 464 MeV/c. If the spin tune is not an integer, these rotations are
out of phase and the disturbing effect of the field averages out. As a result,
imperfection resonances can be crossed without loss of polarization. At COSY
there are 4 periods of imperfection resonances. The spin tunes 3.5 and 3.6 are
used for the corrections.

The second kind of first-order spin resonances are called intrinsic reso-
nance. It depends on the betatron amplitude and betatron tunes Qx and Qy,

2The number of spin revolutions per turn, called spin tune νs
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Figure 3.12: Depolarising resonances of the COSY accelerator ring as a func-
tion of the vertical fraction tune. Red line is an imperfection resonances. Green
line is an intrinsic resonances. Black show a change in the working point during
acceleration [89].

respectively. A horizontal spin resonance can only occur if γG ± (Qx/2) is
integer.

Except for the case when there is coupling between the horizontal and
vertical betatron oscillations, this resonance is not important at COSY with its
vertically polarized beams. This is because the horizontal betatron oscillation
is driven by vertical magnetic fields of the quadrupoles.

In addition to the horizontal betatron oscillation the particles also oscillate
vertically with betatron tune Qy [90]. This tune is induced by the radial
magnetic fields of the vertically focusing quadrupoles. A resonance occurs if
γG± (Qy/2) is integer.

Among these resonances there are higher-order resonances as well. These
resonances are excited by the synchrotron oscillation of the particles as induced
by an rf-cavity for bunched beams. However, these cases play a minor role at
COSY.

The position of the depolarizing resonances depend purely upon the revo-
lution frequency of the machine and the kinematic factor

γ =
E

mc2
(3.3)

where E and m are the total energy and mass, respectively.
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3.4 Data Acquisition System (DAQ)

The data acquisition system (DAQ) of the WASA-at-COSY detector is based
on the third generation DAQ used by experiments at COSY (see Fig. 3.13),
where FPGA-controlled read-out boards digitize and buffer the data. This
system permits to conduct measurements at an average rate of accepted events
of close to 10 kHz. The writing speed to the disk storage is approximately
80 MB/s. The trigger signal is generated after digitizing the data. When the
trigger electronics generates a trigger signal, the synchronization system issues
an event number with a time stamp, which is distributed to all Charge-to-
Digital Converters (QDC) and Time-to-Digital Converter (TDC) boards. The
data is then sent via high speed optical links to the computer farm and further
to the event builder. Finally, the data is written to the disk storage.

Figure 3.13: Data acquisition system (DAQ) for the WASA-at-COSY detector.
The figure is adapted from [82]

3.5 Trigger system

The data selection performed by the trigger system allows to reduce the amount
of background that is stored as an event. The decision whether or not to keep
an event is based first on multiplicities, coincidences and track alignment from
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the plastic scintillator detectors. Second, cluster multiplicities and energy
sums provided by the SEC are taken into account. In the present experiment
we are interested in two reactions: elastic scattering of protons and η meson
production and decay into neutral channels.

For the ~pp → pp reaction mainly two triggers were used. First, a single
hit in the PSC was required with one or more hits in the PSF (PSB >= 1 V
PSF >= 2). Second, one or more hits in the first forward range detector plane
was required in coincidence with one or more hits in the PSC (FRD1 > 1 V
CD >1 ). For the ~pp → ppη reactions two or more sector matching tracks,
i.e. hits in the FWC and FRH occurred in the same sector, were required in
coincidence with 2 clusters (group of 16 crystals) in the SEC.

Figure 3.14: Trigger system for the WASA-at-COSY detector. The figure
adopted from [82].

3.6 Analysis and simulation tools

The WASA-at-COSY software contains three independent tools.
Pluto++ is an event generator [91] which was created by the HADES group

in order to study hadronic interaction from pion production. It is based on
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the CERN analysis framework ROOT [92]. This package was used for the
simulation of kinematic values of the final state particles.

The WMC package is responsible for the simulation of detector response
and detector components. It is written in FORTRAN and based on the
GEANT3 [93] libraries developed by CERN. Using material constants of the
detector, geometry parameters, magnetic fields etc. It simulates events defined
by input files. These input files provide information on the 4-vectors of the
initial state particles.

The RootSorter [94] package provides a complete event reconstruction of
the analysis. The simulation of the background and signal events is based on
Monte Carlo, MC, methods.



Chapter 4

Determination of the vertex
position

One of the main aims of the analysis was the determination of the polarization,
based on the elastic scattering of protons. The most probable source of the
systematic uncertainty in the determination of the polarization might be the
error in the asymmetry of the number of events detected in the individual θCM
ranges. This uncertainty may originate from a misalignment of the interaction
point, which depends on the positions of the beam and the target.

The reconstruction of tracks of particles registered in the Mini Drift Cham-
ber is free of any assumption of the position of the reaction vertex. In this re-
spect, angular information obtained from the tracks of particles going through
the Mini Drift Chamber is unbiased [95]. In turn, reconstruction of tracks of
particles in the forward direction is based on the assumption that the inter-
action point coordinates are (xv, yv, zv) = (0,0,0) [95]. Therefore, information
gained from the track of particles reconstructed in the MDC and FD may allow
the reconstruction of the overlap between the beam and the target. In order to
determine the interaction region we use two independent methods which are
described below.

34
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4.1 Extraction of the average vertex positions
based on the coplanarity method

The first method which was applied for the vertex position determination is
based on coplanarity. The coplanarity is defined as:

C =
(~p1 × ~p2) · ~pbeam
|~p1 × ~p2| · |~pbeam|

, (4.1)

where ~p1 and ~p2 correspond to the momentum vectors of scattered protons,
and ~pbeam is the beam momentum vector.

A schematic view of how the coplanarity is constructed is shown in Fig. 4.1.

Figure 4.1: Coplanarity. Left: Visualization for the coplanarity plane. Right:
example of the distribution of the coplanarity for one experimental run.

In order to find the interaction region, coplanarity distributions as a func-
tion of the ϕ angle was simulated with different vertex positions and compared
with the experimental distributions using the χ2 minimization [52]. The copla-
narity dependence on the protons azimuthal angle shows sinusoidal behavior
for a misallocated vertex or beam.However, the beam is assumed to be aligned
right (further studies are shown in Chapter 5.3). Therefore, the target is mis-
allocated. This is shown on the right side of Fig. 4.2. Simulated data shows
that assuming the vertex position at (0,0,0), gives a flat distribution of the
coplanarity C(ϕ) (Fig. 4.2 left). However, moving the vertex position to the
point (xv, yv, zv) = (0.5,0,0) cm results in a sinusoidal shape of C(ϕ)(Fig. 4.2
right). Experimental data are presented in the lower panel of this picture.
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Figure 4.2: (Upper Panel) Example of simulated coplanarity distribution used
to determine the vertex position: (left) with assumption of the vertex posi-
tion at (0,0,0) mm, (right) with assumption of the vertex position at (5,0,0)
mm. (Bottom Panel) An example of the experimental coplanarity distribution
obtained for one run of data taken with the beam momentum 2026 MeV/c.
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For each simulated C(ϕ) spectrum a χ2 value is calculated according to:

χ2 =
∑
i

(MMC
i −M exp

i )2

(σexpi )2
, (4.2)

where i indicates the chosen ϕ range, σexpi is the uncertainty of M exp
i and the

MMC
i and M exp

i are the mean values of the coplanarities in a given ϕ range
and σexpi is the uncertainty of M exp

i [52].

Figure 4.3: An exemplary χ2 distribution for the vertex position determination:
(left) for the x coordinate, (right) for the y coordinate.

The χ2 value of the interaction point was determined for each run sepa-
rately. Fig. 4.3 shows the results for a single experimental run. The depen-
dence of χ2(x) and χ2(y) were fitted with a second degree polynomial and the
minimum χ2 was determined based on the result of the fit. The results for
the vertex position calculated with this method for all data are presented in
Fig. 4.4. Analysis were performed for both spin modes (spin up/down) and
also for not polarized data. The results of the average value of the vertex
coordinates can bee seen in Tab. 4.1.
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Figure 4.4: Distribution of the x (black points) and y (red points) coordinate
of the vertex as a function of the run number. Values for the average (xv,yv)
can be seen in Tab. 4.1.

4.2 Extraction of the vertex position using the
distance method

In order to cross check the obtained results for the vertex position from the
coplanarity method we have used a distance method described in [95]. In this
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method we use the trajectories of the elastically scattered protons, which are
projected into the xy plane (as shown in Fig. 4.5).

One proton p2 is registered in the Mini Drift Chamber. It is reconstructed
azimuthal angle φ2 is therefore obtained independently of the position of the
reaction vertex, always reflecting the ’true’ value of the emission angle [95].
The other proton p1 is scattered in the forward direction and intersects the
first plane of the Forward Trigger Hodoscope (FTH) at a radius of:

R1 = ZFTH tan(θp1) (4.3)

where ZFTH is the distance from the vertex to the Forward Trigger Hodoscope.
The reconstruction of the path of the p1 proton is based on the assumption
that the interaction point coordinates are (xv, yv, zv) = (0,0,0). Therefore,
the reconstructed azimuthal angle φ1 differs from the real one, φ′1. This dis-
agreement causes a deviation from the coplanarity of φ′2 - φ1 [95]. The actual
position of the vertex is described in the (x, y) plane by the new variables (d,
φd), where d is the distance between the point (0, 0) and the intersection point
of the dashed line and the solid line in Fig. 4.5. The dashed line includes the
point (0,0) and is perpendicular to the projection of the proton trajectories. φd
is the azimuthal angle between the dashed line and the x-axis. The variables
d and φd are connected to the coordinates xv and yv of the reaction vertex by:

d(φd) = xv cos(φd) + yv sin(φd). (4.4)

Thus, xv and yv can be extracted by fitting the function above to the d(φd)

distribution, as shown in the right-hand side of Fig. 4.5 for two vertex locations,
at (xv, yv, zv) = (0,0,0) mm (left plot) and at (xv, yv, zv) = (5,0,0) mm (right
plot) [95].

Both methods give results for the xv and yv coordinates that differ on
average only by about 0.4 mm.

To determine the z coordinate of the vertex we use the angular dependen-
cies between the two protons (see Fig. 4.6). The reaction vertex is placed on
the z-axis at zv > 0. The trajectory of proton p2, reconstructed in the planes of
the Mini Drift Chamber, is traced back to the actual reaction vertex, whereas
the track of the forward going proton, p1, is assumed to originate from the
central point (0,0,0) [95]. Therefore, the scattering angle θ1 of the forward
going proton deviates from the real value θ′1. The relation between the true
and reconstructed values of the scattering angle of the forward going proton
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Figure 4.5: Upper panel: illustration the concept of the extraction of the xv
and yv coordinates of the reaction vertex. Adopted from [96]. Lower panel:
simulated distributions of d(φd) for the vertex position (xv, yv, zv) = (0, 0,
0) mm (left plot) and (xv, yv, zv) = (5,0,0) mm (right plot). The points show
the positions of the mean of the distributions for the given ranges of φd. The
line shows the result of fitting Eq. 4.4 to these points.
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Figure 4.6: Upper panel: illustration the concept of the extraction of the zv
coordinate of the reaction vertex. Adopted from [96]. Lower panel: simulated
distributions of θ2’(θ1) made for the vertex positions (xv, yv, zv) = (0, 0, 0) mm
(left plot) and (xv, yv, zv) = (5, 0, 0) mm (right plot). The points show the
positions of the mean of the θCD distribution for the given ranges of θFD. The
line denotes the result of fitting Eq. 4.7 to these points.
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can be written as:

1

tan(θ′1)
=

1

tan(θ1)
(1− zv

ZFTH
). (4.5)

Additionally, one can utilize the kinematic relation between scattering an-
gles:

tan(θ′1) tan(θ′2) =
2mp

2mp + T
, (4.6)

where mp stands for the proton mass and T is the kinetic energy of the
proton beam. Solving equations 4.5 and 4.6 for tan(θ′2) results in [95]:

tan(θ′2) =
1− zv

ZFTH

tan(θ1)(1 + T
2mp

)
. (4.7)

Therefore, the zv coordinate can be extracted by fitting the distribution
of θ′2(θ1) . This is shown in the right-hand side of Fig. 4.6 for two cases of
vertex location, at (xv, yv, zv) = (0, 0, 0) mm (left plot) and at (xv, yv, zv) =
( 5, 0, 0) mm (right plot). A set of simulations have been run for different
locations of the vertex, where only one of the vertex coordinates was changed
at once, leaving the others at zero [95].

The accuracy of the method used to extract the vertex position [96] is shown
in Fig. 4.7 for the x coordinate, Fig. 4.8 for the y coordinate and Fig. 4.9 for the
z coordinate. In each of these figures, the reconstructed value of the coordinate
(fit) is separately plotted against the offset in x, y and z (set). Therefore, points
in pictures placed diagonally should be arranged along the line fit(set) = set,
while other distributions should show fit(set) = 0. The fits of the polynomial
of the first order to the points in pictures placed diagonally (solid, red lines)
show that in all cases, the extracted values deviate slightly from the set values
(up to 14% in the case of yfit(yset)). This needs to be taken into account when
extracting the vertex position in experimental data. Notice that if the change
in a given coordinate is not bigger than about 0.5 cm, the extraction of the
other coordinates is accurate.

The result of the distance method for determining the vertex position is
presented in Fig. 4.10. After averaging (over runs), the two methods are com-
pared in Tab. 4.1. The result established by the two methods differs by less
than ± 0.5 mm.
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Figure 4.7: Results of reconstruction tests for the x coordinates of the reaction
vertex for offsets in x, y and z.
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Figure 4.8: Results of reconstruction tests for the y coordinates of the reaction
vertex for offsets in x, y and z.
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Figure 4.9: Results of reconstruction tests for the z coordinates of the reaction
vertex for offsets in x, y and z.
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Figure 4.10: The vertex position as a function of the run number determined
by mean of the distance method. The upper panel shows transversal coordi-
nates for pbeam = 2026 MeV/c, with the unpolarized data in the left plot and
the polarized data in the right plot. The lower panel shows longitudinal co-
ordinates for pbeam = 2188 MeV/c. Black markers stand for the x coordinate,
and red markers stand for the y coordinate.
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vertex punpolarizedbeam =2.026 [GeV/c] pbeam=2.026 [GeV/c] pbeam=2.188 [GeV/c]
The coplanarity method

xv [cm] -0.1164±0.0052 -0.1230±0.0011 -0.2834±0.0010
yv [cm] 0.1119±0.0052 0.1099±0.0011 0.1551±0.0010

The distance method
xv [cm] -0.0908±0.0017 -0.0968±0.0012 -0.3755±0.0019
yv [cm] 0.1386±0.0019 0.1369±0.0011 0.1793±0.0015

Table 4.1: Result for the average mean of the vertex position obtained with
both methods, achieved in the WASA-at-COSY experiment conducted in the
year 2010.
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Determination of the polarization

5.1 Extraction of the pp→ pp reaction

For the monitoring of the degree of polarization, luminosity and the detec-
tor performance, simultaneously to the ~pp→ ppη reaction, the proton-proton
elastic scattering has been measured. In the case of the ~pp → pp reaction,
one proton is registered in the Forward Detector and the other in the Central
Detector. The geometrical acceptance of the Forward Detector allows to mea-
sure protons in the range of 3◦ - 18◦, and the Central Detector covers proton
scattering angles from 60◦ to 84◦. In the center of mass system this corre-
sponds in total to the scattering angle in the range of 30◦ to 46◦. To control
the asymmetry of the detector, and to avoid some false asymmetry the spin of
the protons was flipped from cycle to cycle.

Elastic scattered events were identified based on the energy deposited by
protons in the FRH. The plot of deposited energy in the first layer of FRH vs
all layers is shown in Fig. 5.1. The elastically scattered protons correspond to
the most energetic protons of this distribution seen inside the red square.

In order to suppress the background events the coplanarity distribution, as
was shown before in Fig. 4.1, was applied.

Examples of θ∗FD vs θ∗CD distributions for one run can be seen in Fig. 5.2.
In order to estimate the background, for each bin in θ∗FD, the θ∗CD distribution
was fitted separately with a fifth-order polynomial, excluding in the fit the
range from 130◦ to 160◦. Example of such distribution can be seen in Fig.5.3

By utilizing the 4E -E method in the Forward Range Hodoscope, the
angular correlation of the outgoing protons and coplanarity condition events
corresponding to the proton-proton elastic scattering were selected.

48
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Figure 5.1: The distribution of the energy deposited by particles in the first
layer FRH vs energy deposited in the whole FRH.

Figure 5.2: Example of the θ∗FD vs θ∗CD distribution.

5.2 Polarization value for both spin orientations

The number of events determined for the proton-proton elastic scattering for
the different spin modes after background subtraction is plotted for the given
θ∗FD vs ϕ∗FD in Fig. 5.4. For further calculations only two θ∗FD ranges in the
center of mass [30◦ − 34◦] and [34◦ − 38◦] were chosen, for which analyzing
power is available from EDDA database [86] and the number of events was
statistically sufficient. Next, asymmetry ε(θ∗FD, ϕ∗FD) was calculated using the
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Figure 5.3: The distribution of θ∗CD for θ∗FD ∈ [30◦, 34◦], ϕ ∈ [20◦, 30◦] and
down spin mode. Points denote data. The green line corresponds to the fitted
background, and the dotted red histogram shows the data after subtraction of
the background.

formula:

ε(θ∗FD, ϕ
∗
FD) =

N(θ∗FD, ϕ
∗
FD)−N(θ∗FD, ϕ

∗
FD + π)

N(θ∗FD, ϕ
∗
FD) +N(θ∗FD, ϕ

∗
FD + π)

, (5.1)

where N(θ∗FD, ϕ
∗
FD) is the number of events around the angles Θ∗FD, ϕ

∗
FD and

N(θ∗FD, ϕ
∗
FD+π) is the number of events on the opposite azimuthal angle. The

available range θ∗FD was divided into bins of 18◦ and ϕ∗FD into bins of 10◦. For
each θ∗FD, ϕ∗FD the number of events was estimated by integrating the area
under the red line as shown in Fig. 5.3.

To extract the polarization value we have plotted the asymmetry distribu-
tions as a function of φ∗FD (Fig. 5.5).

Fitting the distribution of the asymmetry with the function ε(θ∗FD, ϕ∗FD) =

p0 ·cos(ϕ∗FD), where p0 = P (θ∗FD) ·Ay(θ∗FD), we can determine the polarization.
Due to the configuration of the WASA detector, the ϕ∗FD regions [-95◦;-85◦]
and [85◦;95◦] were not included in the calculations.

In order to calculate the polarization one needs to know alsoAy for the given
value of the θ∗FD. To obtain Ay at a desired beam momentum and to estimate a
systematic uncertainty of this determination, two different functions are fitted
to the momentum dependence of Ay measured by the EDDA collaboration [86]
in these angular ranges as it is shown in Fig. 5.6. Extracted value of the Ay
for the pbeam = 2026 MeV/c and pbeam = 2188 MeV/c are shown in Tab.5.1.

The degrees of proton beam polarization for each spin mode(up/down) are
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Figure 5.4: Example of the angular distribution for the elastic scattered events.
Left: spin up mode. Right: spin down mode.

Figure 5.5: Experimental distributions of the asymmetry as a function of the
proton’s azimuthal angle, made for θ∗FD range 30◦ - 34◦ (left) for spin down
mode, and (right) for spin up mode. The black line represents the fit function
given by Eq. 5.1.

extracted for the two ranges of the center-of-mass polar angle of the forward
scattered proton. The final polarization for a given spin is then calculated as
a weighted mean:

P =

∑n
i=1 Pi(θ

∗
FD)/σ2

Pi(θ∗FD)∑n
i=1 1/σ2

Pi(θ∗FD)

, (5.2)

where θ∗FD is the scattering angle of the forward going proton, calculated in
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Figure 5.6: Distribution of Ay for ~pp → pp reaction as a function of the
beam momentum for the scattering angle ranges θ∗ ∈ [30◦, 34◦] and [34◦, 38◦]
Points denote analyzing power measured from the EDDA collaboration. Green
lines show exponential fit to the data points. Red line show with first order
polynomials.

θ◦cm Pbeam = 2.026 GeV/c Pbeam = 2.188 GeV/c
[30, 34] Ay=0.3793±0.0065stat ± 0.0001syst Ay=0.3586±0.0078stat ± 0.0016syst

[34, 38] Ay=0.3813±0.0049stat ± 0.0014syst Ay=0.3581±0.0062stat ± 0.0011syst

Table 5.1: Analyzing power, Ay, extracted using EDDA data for two θ∗FD angle
ranges and two beam momenta.

the center-of-mass system and σ2
Pi(θ∗FD) is a statistical uncertainty of the polar-

ization.
The determined polarization value for the whole data set is shown in

Fig. 5.7. The polarization was calculated for both orientations of the pro-
ton spin separately. Data points shown in Fig. 5.7 have been corrected for
acceptance determined using the vertex position extracted from the experi-
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mental data. For comparison, also the result assuming a nominal center of the
vertex region (vx, vy, vz) = (0, 0, 0) is plotted. On the lower panel, the polar-
ization obtained from data collected with an unpolarized beam is presented
and, therefore, should be consistent with zero.

Value of the polarization analyzed as a one gathered sample shown in the
Tab. 5.2. Please note that the values in the table are slightly different, but
consistent with the values indicated in Fig. 5.7.

Figure 5.7: Distributions of polarization as a function of run number for po-
larized (upper panels) and unpolarized (lower panel) beam. Results for both
polarization modes are shown. Upper panels show the data for the polarized
proton beam for pb = 2026 MeV/c (left) and for pb = 2188 MeV/c (right).
Lower panel show the polarization for the unpolarized proton beam measure-
ments. Results in the legend denote values of the polarization as a average
mean of the polarization defined for each run separately.
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pb[GeV/c] spin mode polarization
2026 down 0.793±0.010

up -0.577±0.007
2188 down 0.537±0.009

up -0.635±0.011
2026 unpolarized -0.012±0.005

Table 5.2: The average polarization value extracted for two beam momenta
and two beam spin modes with statistical uncertainty. Please note that the
values in the table are slighly different, but consistent with the values indicated
in Fig. 5.7. This is because the table show results for the polarization where
the data was analyzed as one sample and not separately per run.

5.3 Systematic studies of the polarization

In order to determine a possible influence of the vertex position on the polar-
ization, a sample of pp → pp reactions were simulated for various interaction
point coordinates. The polarization was calculated individually for each data
sample, where the position was changed in one direction. Then, each of the
simulated data samples was analyzed with the assumption that the particle
going forward originates from the nominal vertex (xv, yv, zv) = (0, 0, 0). Fig-
ure 5.8 shows polarization for different vertex locations as an average mean of
the all runs, and the results of the polarization obtained as gathered data from
all experiment shown in table 5.2.

The obtained result shows that the change of the yv or zv coordinate of the
interaction point do not have an influence on the polarization value. However, a
certain sensitivity of polarization is seen in case of changing the xv coordinate.
The value of the polarization depends linearly on the vertex x coordinate which
is the result of changing the scattering angle of the proton emitted forward in
the CM.

The distribution of the polarization as a function of the θ∗FD can be seen in
Fig.5.9. For θCM > 38◦ the polarization strongly deviates from the expected
value when changing the x coordinate by more than 5 mm. Therefore, since
the polarization for higher angles is biased by the systematic,the allowed θCM
angle should be restricted to less than 38◦. On the other hand, the observed
dependency, if seen in experimental data, would be a clear sign of a wrong
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Figure 5.8: Polarization versus vertex shift along the x, y and z axis. Data
were simulated for unpolarized beam (P=0) at positions as indicated in the
figure and analyzed assuming vertex position at (0,0,0).

assumption of the x position of the interaction point.
In Fig. 5.10, the resulting polarization after correction of the assumed posi-

tion of the interaction point is shown. Simulated data for four different vertex
positions have been acceptance corrected assuming different values of the xv
coordinate, xacceptancevertex . In this case, the result is similar to the one in Fig. 5.8.
It is important to notice that the results shown in Fig. 5.8 and Fig. 5.10 indi-
cate that the uncertainties of the polarization determination due to the vertex
position are smaller than 0.02 since the vertex position is determined with
accuracy of ± 0.5 mm. This conclusion is independent of the ’true’ position of
the vertex, at least within a range of 5 mm. Furthermore, if yv or zv is set up
to 5 mm and corrected to different xacceptancevertex , the influence on the polarization
is negligible.

Another systematic change in the extraction of the polarization can be due
to the tilt of the beam. The maximum allowed range of tilts of the beam at
WASA-at-COSY is between -0.05 mrad and 0.05 mrad, symmetrically around
the z-axis [97]. To determine how the tilt of the beam affects the polarization,
the angles αx and αy between the beam and the z axis in the yz plane and xz
plane, respectively, were varied. In Fig. 5.11, the polarization as a function of
the angle α for both beam tilts is shown. One can see that within the estimated
uncertainty there are no effects observed in the studied range, except that the
polarization slightly differs from zero (by up to ±1% [95]).
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Figure 5.9: Distribution of the reconstructed polarization as a function of the
scattering angle of the forward going proton (center-of-mass scattering), deter-
mined from the data simulated for unpolarized beam (P=0%) with different
values of the x−coordinate of the interaction point (see the legend).
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Figure 5.10: Figure shows results of the analysis of data simulated for unpo-
larized beam (P=0) with vertex positions as indicated in the legend.Vertical
axis shows polarization as a function of x coordinate assumed in the analysis
for the estimation of the acceptance. The polarization was calculated for four
actual locations of the interaction point, as shown in the legend.
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Figure 5.11: Distribution of the polarization as a function of the degree of
the beam tilt (simulations). The beam is tilted both in the yz plane (filled
triangles) and in the xz plane (open circles). The studied range is ten times
larger than the range of the possible tilt allowed by the COSY optics [97].



Chapter 6

Determination of the ~pp→ ppη

reaction

In this section, the missing mass spectra for each beammomentum (2026 MeV/c
and 2188 MeV/c) and reaction (~pp→ ppη → ppγγ and ~pp→ ppη → pp3π0 →
pp6γ) are presented separately. The common approach to the determination
of the main reaction is introduced.

6.1 Identification of the ~pp → ppη → ppγγ reac-
tion

The η meson is an uncharged short-living particle, thus it is direct registration
is not possible. In the case of the conducted experiment there was no magnetic
field which prevented the registration and further reconstruction of trajectories
of charged particles. Therefore, only two neutral decays can be selected in the
analysis: η → 2γ and η → 3π0 → 6γ. For the purpose of extracting the
number of the η mesons produced, several techniques such as missing mass
and invariant mass were introduced.

As a first step of selection in the forward part of the detector two charged
particles were requested, corresponding to the two scattered protons. In order
to distinguish these protons from other charged particles, a selection based
on the ∆E-E method was applied (described in Sec. 5.2). The plot showing
the applied condition is shown in Fig 6.1. Additionally signals of two or more
neutral particles were required in the central part of the detector.

For the identification of events corresponding to the reaction chain ~pp →
ppη → ppγγ both the missing mass and invariant mass technique were applied.
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Figure 6.1: Distribution of the energy deposited in all layers of FRH vs first
layer of FRH. ∆E-E method for the selection of protons for η decay channels.
Left: before graphical cut. Right: after graphical cut.

The missing mass mX of an unregistered particle X in the ~pp→ ppX reaction
can then be calculated as:

m2
X = E2

X − ~p2
X = (Pbeam + Ptarget −P1 −P2)2 =

(Ebeam + Etarget − E1 − E2)2 − (−−−→pbeam +−−−→ptarget − ~p1 − ~p2)2 (6.1)

where Pbeam = (Ebeam,
−−−→pbeam), Ptarget = (mtarget, 0), P1 = (E1, ~p1) and

P2 = (E2, ~p2) denote the four momenta of the beam, target and two detected
protons, respectively.

The invariant mass technique enables to reconstruct the four momentum of
the η meson, based on the four-momenta of the decay products. The general
formula for the invariant mass reads:

mx =

√(∑
i

Ei

)2

−
(∑

i

~pi

)2

, (6.2)

where Ei and pi correspond to the energies and momenta of the η meson
decay products.

In the present analysis we considered η → γγ and η → 3π0. Exemplary
missing mass and invariant mass distributions for the reaction ~pp → ppη →
ppγγ, collected for the beam momentum 2026 MeV/c, are shown in Fig. 6.2.
Each spectrum includes events for both spin orientations. In order to select
only events corresponding to the searched decay channel and improve the signal
to background ratio a selection cut has been applied restricting the invariant
mass to the range from 0.35 GeV/c2 - 0.75 GeV/c2 only.

The same selection plots of missing and invariant mass for the beam mo-
mentum pbeam=2188 MeV/c are presented in Fig. 6.3.
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Figure 6.2: Distribution of the invariant mass (upper left) and missing mass
(upper right) for pbeam = 2026 MeV/c and the decay η → γγ. Distribu-
tion of the invariant mass (lower left) and missing mass (lower right) for
pbeam = 2026 MeV/c and for the decay η → 3π0 → 6γ.

For the lower beam momentum clear signals are visible in the missing mass
spectra for both decay channels (2γ and 6γ). In the case of the 6γ a clear signal
is also seen in the invariant mass spectrum whereas for the 2γ case a signal from
the η meson is less pronounced due to the relatively large background. For
the higher momentum (Fig. 6.3) one can also see signals from the η meson.
However in this case the missing mass resolution is worse with respect to
the lower momentum which is due to the kinematic effects discussed e.g. in
reference [24].
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Figure 6.3: Distribution of the invariant mass (upper left) and missing mass
(upper right) for pbeam = 2188 MeV/c and the reaction η → γγ. Distri-
bution of the invariant mass (lower left) and missing mass (lower right) for
pbeam = 2188 MeV/c and for the reaction η → 3π0 → 6γ.

6.2 Identification of the ~pp → ppη → pp3π0 →
pp6γ reaction

The η → 3π0 → 6γ decay has the the second highest branching ratio: 39.31±
0.20% from all possible η decay channels. To select this channel in the analysis
two charged particles were requested in the forward detector (corresponding
to two scattered protons) and more than six clusters in the electromagnetic
calorimeter, corresponding to photons.

For η → 3π0 → 6γ we have six gamma quanta in the exit channel. There-
fore, a routine has to be elaborated which matches each 2 gamma quanta into
pairs originating from the π0 decay. Out of a large amount of possible com-
binations the most probable one has to be identified. In order to do that the
squared invariant mass of every possible pair of gamma quanta was calculated.
Absolute values of the differences between the invariant mass of the pair and
the π0 mass values were compared and the pairs with the smallest χ2 value
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were chosen for future analysis.
Examples of invariant and missing mass spectra for the ~pp→ ppη → 3π0 →

pp6γ reaction, collected for both beam momenta, are shown in the lower panels
of Fig. 6.2 and Fig. 6.3. Each spectrum includes events for both spin orienta-
tions.

The peak in the invariant mass distribution of the 6 photons is broad
(see lower left panels in Fig. 6.2 and Fig. 6.3). For the lower beam mo-
mentum, pbeam = 2026 MeV/c, we use the same cut for the invariant mass
as for the two-photon decay of the η meson. For the higher beam momen-
tum, pbeam = 2188 MeV/c, we select events with an invariant mass between
0.3 GeV/c2 and 0.8 GeV/c2.

6.3 Background subtraction

In this section we will describe the methods used for the background subtrac-
tion from the missing mass spectra.

For both beam momenta we have simulated direct multipion production
namely via reactions: pp → ppπ0, pp → pp2π0, pp → pp3π0, and pp → pp4π0.
The simulated background function was fitted to the data excluding the range
of the η meson signal. The difference between the data and the simulated
background corresponds to the η meson signal. The background was evaluated
for each spin mode separately. Exemplary spectra for the chosen angular range
are shown in Fig. 6.4 and Fig. 6.5 (red crosses). The black curve shows the
spectrum of the data and the blue curve shows the sum of the Monte Carlo
simulations of the background channels.

It is visible that the systematic uncertainty due to the background is small
for the reaction ~pp → ppη → pp3π0 → pp6γ since the signal to background
ratio is high.

Exemplary distributions used for the extractions of the η events for the
ranges ϕη ∈ [−180◦,−170◦] and θη ∈ [70◦, 90◦] are shown in Fig. 6.4. The
procedure of η event extraction was applied to the whole range of ϕη and θη
and corrected for the acceptance of the WASA detector. The acceptance was
determined for each (θη, ϕη) bin separately as the fraction of generated events
and events registered in the WASA detector. The correction for the vertex
position based on elastically scattered events was taken into account for the
acceptance calculation as well and the corresponding plot is shown in Fig. 6.6.
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Figure 6.4: Missing mass distribution for the chosen range 70◦ < θη < 90◦,
−180◦ < ϕη < −170◦ and spin "up" mode. Left: η → γγ. Right:
η → 3π0 → 6γ. Beam momentum: pbeam = 2026 MeV/c. Black crosses
denote experimental data. Continuous blue lines show the sum of the simu-
lated background for π0, 2π0, 3π0 and 4π0 production. Red crosses show the
experimental data after background subtraction. Dashed blue lines show the
region of the extraction of the number of produced η mesons.

Figure 6.5: Missing mass distribution for the chosen range 70◦ < θη < 90◦,
−180◦ < ϕη < −170◦ and spin "up" mode. Left: η → γγ. Right:
η → 3π0 → 6γ. Beam momentum: pbeam = 2188 MeV/c. Black crosses
denote experimental data. Continuous blue lines show the sum of the simu-
lated background for the π0, 2π0, 3π0 and 4π0 production. Red lines show the
result of difference between the experimental data and simulated background.
Dashed blue lines show the region of the extraction of the number of produced
η meson.
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Figure 6.6: Acceptance of the WASA-at-COSY detector for the reaction η →
2γ (left) and η → 3π0 → 6γ (right). Upper panel: pbeam = 2026 MeV/c, lower
panel: pbeam = 2188 MeV/c. The size of the square is proportional to the
value of the acceptance. The smallest square denotes value of 0.193(η → 2γ),
0.052(η → 3π0 → 6γ) for 2026 MeV/c and 0.221(η → 2γ), 0.033(η → 3π0 →
6γ) for 2188 MeV/c. The largest square denotes value of 0.769(η → 2γ),
0.152(η → 3π0 → 6γ) for 2026 MeV/c and 0.316(η → 2γ), 0.074(η → 3π0 →
6γ) for 2188 MeV/c.



Chapter 7

Determination of the analyzing
power Ay for the pp→ ppη reaction

7.1 Madison convention

In order to calculate the analyzing power Ay for the η meson the Madison con-
vention [98] is applied for the three-body system. Figure 7.1 presents schemat-
ically the production of the η meson in the accelerator reference frame. The z
axis is parallel to the incident proton beam, while the y axis points vertically
upwards. The x axis points to the left when viewed along the z axis.

Figure 7.1: Scattering plane of the η meson. The dotted line shows the scat-
tering plane of the η meson. θη describes the polar angle between the z axis
and the outgoing η meson. The azimuthal angle ϕη defines the orientation of
the scattering plane relative to the x axis.

The sign of an event scattered in the given ϕη and θη bin is determined
according to the Madison convention.

66
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Figure 7.2: Assignment of the sign in the calculations of the analyzing power
according to the Madison convention for the case (upper panel) when the
polarization vector is parallel to the y axis (is pointing up) and (lower panel)
when it is anti-parallel (pointing down).

The "+" sign is assigned to an event if the cross product of the vector of the
beam direction z and the momentum vector of the η meson is parallel to the
vector of polarization. If this cross product is anti-parallel to the polarization



68 Determination of the analyzing power for pp→ ppη

vector the "-" sign is assigned to the event. This is important to know in the
calculation of the asymmetry for the η meson. Figure 7.2 shows schematically
the asymmetry for the ϕη distribution. This histogram shall help in under-
standing the Madison convention for the η meson. From Fig. 7.2 one can see
that the sign assigned to the events changes every 90◦.

The analyzed set of data contains about 400,000 events with an η meson
for both beam energies, which allows to divide the ϕη angle into 12 bins and
the θη angle into 10 bins. Figure 7.2 shows the division of ϕη into four bins as
an example used for the explanation of the Madison convention. In the final
analysis the data set is divided into 12 (ϕη) × 10 (θη) = 120 (ϕη, θη) bins.

7.2 Analyzing power Ay for the pp → ppη reac-
tion

The calculation of Ay(θη) was performed in the center-of-mass system sep-
arately for the two decay channels η → 2γ and η → 3π0 and separately
for the spin "up" and spin "down" orientation for the two beam momenta
pbeam = 2026 MeV/c and pbeam = 2188 MeV/c. The number of η events were
acceptance corrected according to Fig. 6.6.

The asymmetry for two different spin orientation is defined as:

ε↑η(N(θη, ϕη), N(θη, ϕη + π)) ≡
N↑η (θη, ϕη)−N↑η (θη, ϕη + π)

N↑η (θη, ϕη) +N↑η (θη, ϕη + π)
(7.1)

ε↓η(N(θη, ϕη), N(θη, ϕη + π)) ≡
N↓η (θη, ϕη + π)−N↓η (θη, ϕη)

N↓η (θη, ϕη + π) +N↓η (θη, ϕη)
(7.2)

To extract the analyzing power the experimental distributions have to be
fitted with the following function:

ε(θη, ϕη) = P · Ay(θη) · cosφη (7.3)

where P denotes the polarization.
The fit of the asymmetry was performed separately for each spin orientation

of the polarized proton beam. An example of those fits is given in Fig. 7.3
through 7.6.

The analyzing power was calculated for each spin orientation (up and down)
and was extracted for the whole range of the center-of-mass polar angle ϕη of
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Figure 7.3: Example distributions of asymmetry vs ϕη for chosen θη angular
intervals. In this figure the results for pb = 2026 MeV/c and the decay channel
η → γγ are presented.

Figure 7.4: Example distributions of asymmetry vs ϕη for chosen θη angular
intervals. In this figure the results for pb = 2026 MeV/c and the decay channel
η → 3π0 are presented.

Figure 7.5: Example distributions of asymmetry vs ϕη for chosen θη angular
intervals. In this figure the results for pb = 2188 MeV/c and the decay channel
η → γγ are presented.

the θη meson. This angle was divided into 10 angular ranges, 18◦ degrees each.
The azimuthal angle ϕη was divided into 12 angular ranges, 30◦ degrees each.
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Figure 7.6: Example distributions of asymmetry vs ϕη for chosen θη angular
intervals. In this figure the results for pb = 2188 MeV/c and the decay channel
η → 3π0 are presented.

In the next step for each decay mode and for each θη bin a weighted average
of Ay(θη) was calculated from the results obtained for the two spin orientations
(see Fig. 7.7). Furthermore, for each θη bin a final result of Ay was obtained as
a weighted average of the results determined for the 2γ and 6γ decay modes.
Figure 7.8 shows again the over the spin orientation average weighted value of
the analyzing power.

For systematic checks the same analysis was performed using the mea-
surements with the unpolarized beam. The asymmetry for the unpolarized
measurements are consistent with zero, and the calculated analyzing power is
within the uncertainties consistent with zero.

Several tests described in Chapter 7.3 have been performed for the calcu-
lation of the systematic uncertainty of the analyzing power.

Figure 7.10 and Tab. 7.1 shows to the angular distribution of the analyzing
power for the η meson. For the studies on the systematic uncertainty of the
background subtraction of the missing mass spectra the data were also ana-
lyzed by dividing the data into bins in cos θη. For each cos θη range a missing
mass spectra were determined for each of the 12 ϕη bins. Finally, for each
missing mass spectrum the asymmetry and Ay was determined. The result is
shown in Fig. 7.10 and Tab. 7.2.

The final result of the analyzing power of the η meson is presented in
Fig. 7.9 and Fig. 7.10. One can see that the result of this thesis agrees with
the previous results of the COSY-11 experiment. However, the precision is
much improved.
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Figure 7.7: Result for the analyzing power of the η meson. Upper panel:
pb = 2026 MeV/c. Black circles correspond to the COSY-11 experimental
points [55]. Lower panel: pb = 2188 MeV/c. Left plots show results for the
analysis based on the η → 2γ decay, and right plots show η → 6γ.

Figure 7.8: Result for the analyzing power of the η meson for different re-
actions. Left: pb = 2026 MeV/c. Right: pb = 2188 MeV/c. Black triangles
correspond to the COSY-11 experimental points [55].
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θ◦η Ay ± stat± syst (2026 MeV/c) Ay ± stat± syst (2188 MeV/c)
[0, 18) 0.056 ± 0.027± 0.011 0.038± 0.046± 0.045
[18, 36) 0.008± 0.015± 0.011 0.107± 0.024± 0.022
[36, 54) -0.016± 0.011± 0.022 0.133± 0.015± 0.017
[54, 72) 0.009± 0.009± 0.021 0.123± 0.013± 0.014
[72, 90) 0.004± 0.009± 0.014 0.108± 0.011± 0.011
[90, 108) 0.005± 0.009± 0.046 0.110± 0.010± 0.009
[108, 126) 0.005± 0.009± 0.003 0.114± 0.010± 0.008
[126, 144) 0.013± 0.010± 0.015 0.088± 0.012± 0.013
[144, 162) 0.006± 0.012± 0.012 0.076± 0.017± 0.013
[162, 180] -0.011± 0.019± 0.041 0.055± 0.033± 0.024

Table 7.1: Analyzing power determined for the momenta 2026 MeV/c and
2188 MeV/c as the average mean from the η → 2γ and η → 3π0 reactions for
the different θη ranges with final selection criteria.

cos(θη) Ay ± stat± syst (2026 MeV/c) Ay ± stat± syst (2188 MeV/c)
[−1.,−0.8) 0.122 ± 0.030± 0.054 0.080± 0.043± 0.033
[−0.8,−0.6) 0.035± 0.017± 0.038 0.103± 0.023± 0.019
[−0.6,−0.4) -0.002± 0.011± 0.026 0.141± 0.014± 0.013
[−0.4,−0.2) -0.007± 0.009± 0.004 0.102± 0.012± 0.011

[−0.2, 0.) 0.005± 0.009± 0.022 0.087± 0.011± 0.009
[0., 0.2) -0.009± 0.009± 0.032 0.099± 0.010± 0.008
[0.2, 0.4) -0.025± 0.009± 0.027 0.131± 0.011± 0.008
[0.4, 0.6) 0.007± 0.010± 0.019 0.103± 0.012± 0.008
[0.6, 0.8) -0.009± 0.010± 0.009 0.113± 0.019± 0.012
[0.8, 1.] 0.011± 0.016± 0.041 0.044± 0.049± 0.028

Table 7.2: Analyzing power determined for the momenta 2026 MeV/c and
2188 MeV/c as the average mean from the η → 2γ and η → 3π0 reactions for
the different cos θη ranges with final selection criteria.
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Figure 7.9: Analyzing power of the η meson as a function of θη for Q = 15 MeV
(upper panel) and Q = 72 MeV (lower panel). Triangles show the result of the
analyzing power for the COSY-11 experiment. Statistical errors are shown in
black colour while the sums of the systematical errors and statistical errors are
shown in red colour. Horizontal bars indicate angular bins.

7.3 Systematic checks for the η meson analyzing
power Ay

The extraction of the η meson was done with several methods. Final selection
criteria were used to extract the number of η mesons from the missing mass
distribution which is presented in the Tab. 7.1 and Tab. 7.2. The fit ranges
for the missing mass distribution are given in Tab. 7.3 and Tab. 7.4 for each
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Figure 7.10: Analyzing power of the η meson as a function of the cosθη for the
Q=15 MeV (upper panel) and Q=72 MeV (lower panel). Triangles show the
result of the analyzing power for the COSY-11. Statistical errors are shown
in black colour while the sums of the systematical errors and statistical errors
are shown in red colour. Horizontal bars indicate bins of cos θη.

beam momentum.
The results of the systematic effect studies for pbeam = 2026 MeV/c can be

seen in Tab. B.1 and for pbeam = 2188 MeV/c in Tab. B.2.
The first column of the Tab. B.1 and Tab. B.2 shows the θη region for the

calculation of the Ay(θ).
Test 1 (second column) was done to test the influence of the particle iden-

tification. For this purpose the cut on the energy, ∆E − E, which defines the
protons detected in the FD, was increased by 100 %. The cut on the invariant
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mass of gammas from η decay was also increased by 100 %.
Test 2 (third column) was done for the investigation of the influence of how

the η mesons were counted. For this purpose ±2σ of the width of the simulated
missing mass distributions around the η mass was used in the calculations.

Test 3 (fourth column) was done using systematic uncertainty in the po-
larization calculation, which is mainly due to the uncertainty in the determi-
nation of the vertex position. The vertex position with a systematic precision
of 0.05 cm was estimated (see Tab. 4.1). This corresponds to the uncertainty
in polarization of 0.01 (see Fig. 5.8 and Tab. 5.10).

Test 4 was performed for the systematic check in the calculation of the
analyzing power from reactions η → 2γ and η → 3π0. The result of this test
is shown in column 5, and it is calculated as:

∆Aytest4 =
Ay(η→2γ) − Ay(η→3π0)

2
. (7.4)

Using the Barlow method [99] which is recommended by the WASA-at-
COSY collaboration we evaluated the systematic uncertainty. The deviation
between the final result of the analyzing power of the η meson and the result
obtained after the change is compared to ∆σ ,which is defined as:

∆σ =
√
σ2
f − σ2

c (7.5)

where σ2
f denotes the statistical uncertainty of the final result and σ2

c the
statistical uncertainty of the result after change of the cuts. In this work we
have made four tests, so c=1,2,3,4.

The result of the Barlow method can be seen in Tab. B.1 and Tab. B.2 in
columns number six, seven and eight for the corresponding tests. The same
systematic checks were performed for calculations based on cos θη and the
result is shown in Tab. B.3 and Tab. B.4. ∆σ4 for the test four calculated as:

∆σ4 =
√
σ2
η→2γ − σ2

η→3π0 (7.6)

For the estimation of the systematic uncertainty the value of ∆Ay was taken
for which the ratio ∆Ay

∆σ
was larger than 1. If all tests resulted in values of ∆Ay

∆σ

smaller than 1 then conservatively this value of ∆Ay was taken for which this
parameter is the largest. This value depends on the θη region. However, for the
higher energy the largest coefficient corresponds to the test 4, which describes
the measurements based on the η → 2γ and η → 3π0 reactions.
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θ◦η η → γγ η → 3π0

[0, 18) [0.54; 0.555] [0.522; 0.552]
[18, 36) [0.54; 0.555] [0.522; 0.552]
[36, 54) [0.54; 0.555] [0.53; 0.555]
[54, 72) [0.54; 0.555] [0.53; 0.555]
[72, 90) [0.54; 0.555] [0.54; 0.555]
[90, 108) [0.54; 0.555] [0.54; 0.555]
[108, 126) [0.54; 0.555] [0.54; 0.555]
[126, 144) [0.54; 0.555] [0.54; 0.555]
[144, 162) [0.535; 0.555] [0.53; 0.555]
[162, 180] [0.535; 0.555] [0.53; 0.555]

Table 7.3: Fit ranges used for the missing mass distribution for
pbeam = 2026 MeV/c.

θ◦η η → γγ η → 3π0

[0, 18) [0.52; 0.56] [0.52; 0.56]
[18, 36) [0.53; 0.56] [0.53; 0.56]
[36, 54) [0.53; 0.56] [0.53; 0.56]
[54, 72) [0.53; 0.56] [0.53; 0.56]
[72, 90) [0.54; 0.56] [0.53; 0.56]
[90, 108) [0.52; 0.56] [0.53; 0.57]
[108, 126) [0.52; 0.56] [0.5; 0.57]
[126, 144) [0.505; 0.56] [0.505; 0.565]
[144, 162) [0.5; 0.56] [0.5; 0.56]
[162, 180) [0.5; 0.56] [0.5; 0.56]

Table 7.4: Fit ranges used for the missing mass distribution for
pbeam = 2188 MeV/c.
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Interpretation of the result

The predictions of the pseudoscalar meson exchange dominance model and the
vector meson exchange model are compared with the data.

8.1 Pseudoscalar meson and vector meson ex-
change models

Possible scenarios which can lead to η meson production are shown in Fig. 2.1.
The latest experiment [25], which was discussed in the motivation, showed that
production mechanisms involving a pseudoscalar meson or a vector meson are
likely candidates. A pseudoscalar meson is a meson with total spin 0 and odd
parity, usually denoted as JP = 0− (e.g. π meson). A vector meson has total
spin 1 and odd parity, usually denoted as JP = 1− (e.g. ρ meson). In order to
find out which theoretical model describes properly the creation of the η meson
in proton-proton collisions, it is necessary to compare the angular distribution
of the analyzing power of the η meson with predictions based on corresponding
theories.

Figure 8.1 shows the analyzing power for the reaction pp → ppη as a
function of the polar angle of the emitted η meson in the center-of-mass system.
Statistical uncertainty for the analyzing power are shown in black. Uncertainty
corresponding to the sum of the statistical and systematical uncertainty are
shown in color.

The dotted lines are the predictions based on the pseudoscalar meson ex-
change model [16] , whereas the solid lines represent the results of the calcu-
lations based on the vector meson exchange model [17]. Those theories were
previously, at least to some extent, inspired by the COSY-11 data (black tri-
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angles on Fig. 8.1 and Fig. 8.2). One can see that the current theories do
not explain the new results determined in this thesis. Therefore, the new
theoretical descriptions of the η meson production processes are needed.

Figure 8.1: Analyzing power of the η meson as a function of θη. Comparison
of the shape of the angular distribution with the theoretical predictions (see
legend) for Q = 15 MeV (upper panel) and Q = 72 MeV (lower panel). The
dashed-dotted line shows the prediction of the analyzing power as a function
of the η emission angle in the center-of-mass for the vector meson dominance
model [67]. The solid line shows the result for the vector meson model [17]
and the dotted line shows result of the pseudoscalar model [16].

The same distribution of the analyzing power can be plotted as a function
of cosθη (see Fig. 8.2).
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Figure 8.2: Analyzing power of the η meson as a function of cosθη. Comparison
of the shape of the angular distribution with the theoretical predictions (see
legend) for Q = 15 MeV (upper panel) and Q = 72 MeV (lower panel).The
dashed-dotted line shows the prediction of the analyzing power as a function
of the η emission angle in the cener-of-mass for vector meson dominance model
[67]. The solid line describe vector meson model for [17] and the doted line
describe the pseudoscalar model [16].

8.2 The associated Legendre polynomial

Based on the knowledge of the angular dependence of the analyzing power
one can try to figure out which partial waves take place in the reaction. The
eigenfunctions of the angular momentum of the initial state for the η meson
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are:

ψi = exp(ikz) =
∑
`

(2`+ 1) · i` · j`(kr) · P`(cosθη), (8.1)

where k is the wave number of the incoming wave plane, r is the radius, P `

denotes the Legendre polynomial for angular momentum ` and j`(kr) defines
the radial components of the wave [100].

The partial waves with increasing ` are assigned the letters s, p, d, f
etc. In hadron-hadron interactions, the radius r can be approximated by
p/(200 MeV/c) [100]. In order to generate higher-order partial waves beyond
s, the momentum of the η meson should be in the order of 200 MeV/c. In the
current experiment the two beam momenta were 2026 MeV/c and 2188 MeV/c
which correspond to the 113.14 MeV/c and 250.57 MeV/c of the η momentum.
We would expect p waves from the measurements.

Assuming that p and d waves can occur for the η meson production, its
analyzing power is given by:

Ay =
=(APsA

∗
Pp)sinθη + =(ASsA

∗
Sd)3cosθη sin θη

dσ
dΩ

, (8.2)

where =(APsA
∗
Pp) is the imaginary part of the interference term between

the Ps and Pp waves, and =(ASsA
∗
Sd) is the interference term between the

Ss and Sd waves [101]. The denominator is a differential cross section dσ
dΩ
.

The experiments COSY-11 and TOF [102] show that the differential cross
section is constant up to Q = 41 MeV. For Q = 15 MeV assumption that the
differential cross section is constant was used, and for the excess energy equal
to 72 MeV the parametrization of the differential cross section is obtained
from reference [103] as a quadratic function in cos θη. This result can be seen
in Fig. 8.3.

In order to understand the partial wave contributions, the analyzing power
of the η meson has to be fitted with the sum of the associated Legendre poly-
nomials normalized to the differential cross section (see Eq. 8.2).

For the vector analyzing power the legendre polynomials will have the order
of m = 1. The terms of the polynomial for this case read:

P 1
1 (cosθη) = −sinθη (8.3)

P 1
2 (cosθη) = −3cosθη sin θη (8.4)
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Figure 8.3: Distribution of the differential cross section as a function of
cos θη [103].

For PsPp interference we expect Ay dσdΩ
to be proportional to sin θη. For

SsSd interference we expect Ay dσdΩ
proportional to sin 2θη ≈ cosθη sin θη.

Figure 8.4 shows result obtained in this thesis with the results of the fit
with the formula

Ay
dσ

dΩ
= C1 · sinθη + C2 · cosθηsinθη (8.5)

with C1 and C2 treated as free parameters of the fit. One can see in Fig. 8.4
and Fig. 8.5 that the associated Legendre polynomials of order m = 1 fully
describe the existing data.

From the fits shown in Fig. 8.4 and Fig. 8.5 we deduce that PsPp and
SsSd interference is negligible for Q = 15 MeV, since the contribution of the
individual parts of the associated Legendre polynomials is zero within the error
bars. Ss is surely different from zero, which excludes a contribution of Sd wave
at this energy. Ps and Pp cannot be disentangled unambiguously, since the
interference will be zero if one or both of the contributions are zero.

For the higher beam momentum 2188 MeV/c, C2 = −0.006± 0.003, which
means a very small or maybe still negligible contribution from SsSd so we may
claim that even at such a large excess energy Sd is very small or negligible. On
the other hand, the contribution of C1 is equal to −0.104± 0.004, so PsPp is
large which means that both of these partial waves contribute at Q = 72 MeV
(see Fig. 8.4).

For the systematic studies of the constants C1 and C2 the analyzing power
of the η meson as a function of the cos θη angular distribution was used. The
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Figure 8.4: Analyzing power of the η meson as a function of θη. The fit of Ay
with the sum of the two associated Legendre polynomials P 1

1 and P 1
2 is shown

for the Q = 15 MeV (upper panel) and for Q = 72 MeV (lower panel).

final results are shown in Tab. 8.1, where coefficients Cfinal
1 and Cfinal

2 is av-
erage from calculations based on the θη and cos θη distributions. Statistical
uncertainty are calculated as:

Cstat
1,2 =

√
Cstat

1,2 (θη)2 + Cstat
1,2 (cos θη)2

2
, (8.6)

and the systematic uncertainty as:

Csyst
1,2 =

|C1,2(θη)− C1,2(cos θη)|
2

. (8.7)
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Figure 8.5: Analyzing power of the η meson as a function of cos θη. The fit
of Ay with the sum of the two associated Legendre polynomials P 1

1 and P 1
2 is

shown for Q = 15 MeV (upper panel) and Q = 72 MeV (lower panel).

pbeam Cfinal
1 ± stat± syst Cfinal

2 ± stat± syst
2026 MeV/c 0.004 ± 0.003± 0.001 0.004± 0.003± 0.002
2188 MeV/c -0.102± 0.003± 0.003 -0.003± 0.003± 0.003

Table 8.1: Coefficients Cfinal
1 and Cfinal

2 determined for the momenta
2026 MeV/c and 2188 MeV/c for the associated Legandre polynomial fit to
analyzing power of the η meson.



Chapter 9

Conclusions and outlook

During experiments conducted in 2010 at the WASA-at-COSY detector two
reactions were measured: elastic proton scattering ~pp → pp for measuring
beam polarization and inelastic proton scattering ~pp→ ppη for calculating the
analyzing power of the η meson. The measurement of the reaction ~pp → ppη

were performed for two decay channels of the η meson: η → γγ and η → 3π0

where each π0 eventually decayed into a photon pair. Since the magnetic field
of the detector was switched off for the duration of the experiment, only the
neutral channels of the η decay could be studied.

The vertex position was reconstructed with two independent methods.
Since there was a shift of the vertex position from the nominal position, the
polarization was calculated using the corrected value. The beam polarization
was very stable over time but there was a considerable difference in beam po-
larization between the two spin modes. Therefore, the determination of the
analyzing power for the ~pp→ ppη reaction was performed separately for each
spin orientation.

Thanks to the large amount of collected η events, the statistical uncertainty
of our result of the analyzing power for the η meson is much smaller than in
the data of the previous COSY-11 experiments. This allowed the conclusion
that none of the theoretical predictions for the production mechanism of the η
meson agrees with the data. Therefore, new theories are required for further
understanding of the η meson production.

The analyzing power is zero for the beam momentum 2026 MeV/c. This
means that there is no interference between ASs, APs, APp and ASd amplitudes
of the partial waves.

The associated Legendre polynomials of second order were fitted to the
analyzing power. For the lower beam momentum 2026 MeV/c, there is a clear
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evidence that there are no contributions of the Sd partial wave. However,
Ps contribution is still not excluded. In contrast, for the beam momentum
2188 MeV/c there is enough excess energy available to produce not only s

waves but also p waves, and indeed a strong interference between Ps and Pp
partial waves was observed.



Acknowledgments

Here I would like to thank all the people who were with me during my PhD
studies, since all of them have played a significant role for the development of
my new personality.

First of all I wish to express my sincere thanks to my supervisor Prof.
Dr. hab. Pawel Moskal. I really like to observe the way of his intelligent,
diplomatic loyalty. I hope that I have learned from him not only about high
energy physics, but also about the philosophic relation to life itself.

I take this opportunity to express gratitude to my junior supervisors Dr.
Malgorzata Hodana and Dr. ing. Marcin Zieliński for their help and support.

I am grateful for the school of life that were my colleagues from Jülich
Research Centre. Special thanks go to Volker Hejny and Frank Goldenbaum
for their help and assistance.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Prof. Kamys, head of PhD studies,
for providing me with all the necessary documents for my family.

I want to thank Leonid Levchuk who introduced me to elementary particle
physics.

I am specially grateful to my friend Magdalena Skurzok for answering all
my ‘general questions’ and the great time that we have spent together. Thanks
to Maryna Syrkova, Teresa Gucwa - Ryś, Farha Khan, Monika Pawlik, Wo-
jciech Krzemień, Tomasz Bednarski, Szymon Niedźwiecki, Ewelina Kubicz,
Oleksandr Rundel, Anna Wieczorek, Izabela Pytko, Tomasz Twaróg and to all
others colleagues from Krakow UJ for the happy moments during these years.

Thanks very much for my friends Florian Bergmann, Kay Demmich and
Florian Hauenstein for proof-reading the manuscript and great time during my
stay in Jülich.

I also thank my parents Natalia Ozerianska and Oleksandr Ozeriansky for
the support and attention during Skype sessions and beyond. For my uncle
Vladimir on whom I can count in this life. Thanks to my sisters Aleksandra
and Tatjana which make me happy all my life.

86



87

I am also grateful to my husband, Andreas Schätti, whose support was
important to me. For the unceasing encouragement, support and attention.
Big ‘Thank You’ for all the comments that greatly improved the manuscript.
I ♥ You!



Appendix A

The eta meson

The Standard Model of particle physics describes the fundamental structure
of matter and its interactions. Hadrons are described as color-neutral bound
states of quarks, anti-quarks, and gluons. They consist of either three quarks
or antiquarks with different color (baryons) or a quark and an anti-quark with
opposite color (mesons). Since the quarks are fermions with half-integer spin,
baryons are also fermions while mesons are classified as bosons. The three
lightest quarks (up, down, and strange) exhibit approximate SU(3) flavor sym-
metry, which gives rise to nine possible quark-antiquark bound states, grouped
into an octect and a singlet state.

The physical η meson is a combination of the η8 (octet) and η1 (singlet)
states:

η8 =
1√
6

(uū+ db̄− 2ss̄) (A.1)

η1 =
1√
3

(uū+ db̄− ss̄) (A.2)

These states are related via the mixing angle θ:

η = η8 cos(θ)− η1 sin(θ) (A.3)

where θ has been experimentally determined to be -15.5 ± 1.3 degrees. The
mass of the η has been measured as 547.853 ± 0.024 MeV/c2. Several at-
tributes of the η make it a prime candidate for experimental investigation.
The η has a relatively long lifetime of (5.0 ± 0.3) · 10−19s and a correspond-
ingly narrow width of 1.30± 0.07 keV. Additionally, most quantum numbers,
including charge, spin, strangeness, and orbital angular momentum are zero.
The η is an eigenstate of charge conjugation and parity with JPC = 0−+. Fur-
thermore, all strong and electromagnetic decays of the η are suppressed in the
first order.
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